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I.—Forzran Porrricos. 


ITE Namai Mugaddas Habul Matin [Caloutta] of the 4th April reviews 
| the present situation in Persia, drawing the special 
1 attention of the people to the national defect of 
talking much and doing little, a defect which is sure to make matters worse, 
and therefore calls for an early remedy. | 5 
The points which need immediate consideration are—first, how to raise 
money to meet necessary expenditure ; secondly, how to get rid.of the foreign 
troops. As for the former, there are two ways of getting the money—one by con- 
tracting a foreign loan, and the other by accepting voluntary gifts from the people. 
The money thus raised, the journal would have it, spent in increasing 
troops in order to guard frontiers and other important places. Without 
troops, peace and order cannot be restored in the country, and Persia cannot 
ask the neighbouring Powers to withdraw their troops which are stationed in 
Persian territory with the ostensible object of guarding trade routes and the 
subjects of those Powers, although we are aware their plea is like that of the 
wolf to the lamb. How can we ask the Russians, asks the paper in this 
connection, to withdraw their troops from the North, when we see the English 
pouring in into the South? But there is no doubt that these foreign troops are 
more an obstacle than otherwise in the way of restoring ace and order in 
the country. 

Having no troops to post at Port Quarter, Jasak and other places, the 
Persians are simply helpless in preventing Russian interference in Persia. 

In short, therefore, the question of the withdrawal of the Russians ‘hangs 
on the question of our possessing crores of money, which however should not be 
obtained from the foreigners on conditions which would virtually amount to 
a sale of our rights and powers. | 
- - While the situation has been growing worse, the Persians have only been 
talking and doing nothing to raise muney emong themselves. In fact a few 
English papers huve already given out that if the present state of things 
continues some time longer, the Russians will have to take charge of the 
North and the English of the South, asthe latter had done with Egypt. 

It may be noted here that the English did allin their pewer to help the 
Russians in their projects; for when the Persians tried to oust the latter from 
the North, revolutions started in the South afforded the English an excuse 
for sending their troops there, the object of the two Powers being ever to 
extend their respective spheres ; and had it not been for Germany and Turkey, 
their work would have long been accomplished. „„ 

The paper concludes by urging on the people the necessity of doing 
something, and that at once, to retrieve the present situation, viz., either raising 
an internal loan, or obtaining voluntary gifts and setting about the re- 
organization of its army. 1 

2. Looking at the present deplorable condition of Persia, a correspondent 
of the Namai Mugaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] 
of the 4th April requests the Ministers and the 
members to refer the question of public contributions to Government to His 
Holiness Hazrat Ayatullah at Najaf-i-Ashraf by wire, and hopes some good 
may come out of it in due course. 

3. The Datly Hitavadi | Calcutta) of the 6th April canuot understand the 

| recent policy of the British Government in 

| Somaliland, which leaves friendly States incapable 
of defending themselves at the mercy of Mad Mullan. 


| The present situation in Persia. 


Advice-seeking. 


_ The new policy in Somaliland. 


IIl.——Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Poltce. 


4. Noticing ‘the startling increase in the number of public women 


„ Fublie a whi risen to above 
Table women in Caloutta, scattered all over Calcutta which has 


15,000, viz., two per cent. of the whole: female 
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population, and ascribing to it the reason that the living at Calcutta being 


very expensive, specially house-rent being excessive, ordinary people cannot 

afford to live here with their wives, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 7th April 
asks the Government to have a separate quarter for the public women. 

5. The Marwari [Calcutta] of the 8th April also suggests to set apart 

a separate mohalla for the public women in Calcutta, 

Public women in Calcutta. thus saving the respectable population of the ‘town 

from their contact. : 
6. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th April notices with ularm that 


1 women of ill-fame are increasing in number in 
„ Calcutta, and that there are certain wards in which 
every fifteenth woman is a prostitute. Cannot this state of things, asks the 
paper, be remedied ? 

7. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 7th April writes :— 3 

eS In Bengal along with new laws, punitive police, 

5 N police and the thugs in house searches, arrests, criminal cases, etc., dacoity 

88 is going on in full force. And why should it not, 
when it is political? The people may have to lose their property, honour and 
even life at the hands of the dacoits, but still they would not help the Governe 
ment in arresting the political dacoits. Such is the view taken by the police. 
What can the poor police do when they are not helped by the people? 

But while the police was so engaged in a hunt after the political dacoits, 
thugs also made their appearance, thinking that like dacoits they too. will 
receive help from the people. A gang of thugs has now been arrested, and one 
of them has deposed that they had, so far, strangled some twenty men and 
women to death. It is surprising that our protector, the police, could not find 
any trace of them so long.. Our surprise will, however, disappear if we are 
told that these thugs are also political. : : 


8. Noticing the transfer of Police Superintendent Maulvi Mazhar-ul- 
Haq and suspension of Mr. Haultain, Superin- 
3 4 Government's love of tendent of the Calcutta Fire Brigade, the Hitvar ta 


| [Calcutta] of the 7th April observes that Govern- 
ment has given, no doubt, a proof of its love of justice. 


9. Referring to the notification of the Calcutta Police Commissioner, 
) romising a roward of Rs. 1,000 to. the man 


elping in the arrest of the writer of the Bengali 


book Bande Mataram, the Hitvarta Calcutta) 
of the 7th April remarks that it is a good opportunity for earning money. 


10. A writer in the Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta) of the lith April, who s' gas 

i ee himself as The old man,” writes:— =. 

„ ig NE aaa Our boys often spend their fathers’: mone 
_ —" in 4 some oats of education, and re 
try to find out an employment. But it is no longer safe to go about in search 
of a billet, for the chances are that as soon as a young man does so, he will be 
arrested and taken to Lall Bazar. And then? Well, such boys are not 
always to be expected to deliver eloquent speeches like Babu Surendra. Nath 


Bauerjea ; and if they cannot talk glibly, they are supposed to be unable to give 
a satisfactory account of themselves! Veril 


A good opportunity for earning 5 
money. 


5, it is not safe to go out in the 

streets! | : | T 

11. The Dai Hitavadi [Calcutta] is concerned to notice that dacoities 

mens have of late become very frequent in places near 
acoities near Calcutta. 


ne Calcutta, and asks the Government to take early 
steps in the matter. 


12. A contributor signing himself as The old man ” writes in the 

| Dai Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 11th April:— . > 
E Do you know why a warrant has been issued 

osh. ° > | 

against Aravinda Babu? I have heard that he 

has been charged with sedition. But what does the Government want to do 
with him? Surely, he is not going to be hanged; the utmost punishment 
that is likely to be inflicted on bim is imprisonment, transportation or 


deportation. But if anybody willingly withdraws himself from publie life 
and retires to a far off solitary place, I do not think it is neceseary 
for the Guvernment to draw im out, for the object of the Goverument 


( 45 ) 


ds indirectly fulfilled by his retirement. I have heard that if à man 
condemned to death happens to fall seriously ill, the Government gets him 
properly treated, and hangs: him when he recovers, I fail to see the logic of it 


at all. If one whom you want to kill dies a natural death, why stand in his 


way? Similarly if a person whom you mean to transport or deport’ goes into 
exile of his own accord, why bother yourself about finding him out out and 
arresting him ? | oes : | 1 
13. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th April writes :-— 
8 We hear that the Calcutta Police have offered 
i a reward of three hundred rupees to anybody who 
will be able to cause Srijut Aravinda Ghosh to be arrested. We hear also that 
the disappearance of Srijut Aravinda Ghosh has put some Police officers to 
trouble. It is rummured, though we are not prepared to believe in such a 
‘cock-and-bull story, that the Government used to spend four hundred rupees 
every month for the purpose of keeping Aravinda Babu under surveillance. 
We should think that the Government should publish a contradiction of these 
rumours, for we have heard them from mauy persons and at many places. In 
the présent situation it is not good for the people that the truth should not 
ek Oe at te Tell 
14. Referring to the. prayer of the Peshwar Hindus (to the Deputy 


„%%% iti aid Commissioner) for protection from Police officers, 


Police. and his unsatisfactory repy to it, the Hitvarta 


ee oe [Calcutta] of the 7th April asks, that when the 
Peshwar incident has nothing to do with politics, why do we hear complaints 
against the police from there? i 
15. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 8th April takes strong exception to the 
’ Prohibition of the holding of prohibition of the holding of the Social Conferences 
Social Conferences at Mymensing ät Mymensing, and says that henceforward the 
18 —— between Magistrate may prohibit sccial amenities also 
Pree a eee amongst people. It may not be altogether out of 
2 here to say that only such meetings are prohibited as are arranged by 
indus, Muhammadans being allowed perfect freedom in the matter. If good 
government means such invidious distinction between class and class, one does 
not know what bad government is. In fact, Sir B. Fuller's policy is still 
ruling supreme in Eastern Bengal. . | | 
16. The Daily Hitavads Calcutta] of the 11th April doubts the wisdom 
ae of the order of the Magistrate of Faridpore re- 
i 3 *. Suspected letters garding the opening and examining of all suspici- 
ee ous letters which may be addressed to the young 
men of that district. This will increase the work of the Postal Department, 
and will make people lose all faith in that department. The paper takes 
exception to the suggestion made by the Eaglshman that a similar thing should 


be done as regards all letters addressed to young men in every other town in 


Bengal. 


(- Working of the Courts. 


—e - Referring to the case in which P. N. Dutta, the 4th. Presidency 

= 8 Magistrate, has sentenced a European to only 

re. cage in the Calcutta Police three months’ simple imprisonment and a fine of 
ourt. | : 

. | Rs. 150 for having made a fatal assault on one 

Nanilal Das, the Samay [Calcutta | of the 8th April says, that although the law 

prohibits all critisism of the conduct of Judicial.officers, yet it must be said that 


Ris. 150 cannot be the price of a man's life. NVP 

18. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th April is very pleased that the 
„* ˙ A me Brahmin women of ae who stand 
Aurder cas.. 3 charged with having murdered a man who 
* . attempted to outrage them, have been released on 
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Dalry HrravaDe | 
Apl. 11th, 1010. 


Hiravakrä. 
Apl. 7th, 1910. 


Samay, 


DaiLy Hitavanl, 
Apl. II th, 1910, 


Sala r, 
Apl. 8th, 1910. 


Hrravam, 
Apl. 8th, 1910, 


Hr Var A. 
Apl. 7th, 1910, 
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Baso I, 
Apl. %th, 1910. 
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„19. Referring to the ‘punishment of ten years’ transportation awarded 
1 | a a by the Sessions Judge of Allahabad to Lala Nand 
iba iawn” Gopal in the Swaraj sedition case, in spite of the 

ie Lala unanimous. verdict of not guilty given by the 
Assessors, the Hitvarta | Calcutta] of the 7th April writes:-— - © «~~. 
Mo have to sav nothing to this; indeed, we have no right to say anything 
But we ask--Had the jurers in England unaimously declared an accused noé 
guilty, could the Judge punish him? If not, why this useless farce trial by 
with the help of Jury and Assessor in India ? 


(dj—Education, 


20. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 8th April is pleased with the re- 
Vice-Chancellorship of appointment of the Hon’ble Dr. Ashutosh Muker) ee 
Calcutta University. to the Vice-Chancellorship of the Caicutta Univer- 
sity. Dr. Mukerjes has been nominated to the 
succession a distinetion, says the paper, never 


the 


post for three sessions in | 
enjoyed by any Bengali or Englishman before. : 
21. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th, April nas a leaderette on thé 
, pe ‘re-appointment of Dr. Ashutosh Mukerjee as the 
; Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University,. of 
which the following is a full translation:! 5 5 
We are surprised to hear that the ‘ Double- Doctor“ Srijnt Ashutosh 
Mukhopadhyaya Saraswati has again been appointed as the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University. This event no doubt proves that Dr: 
Mukhopadhyaya is able to make an impossibility possible. We have said before, 
and we say again, that we shall have no objectien even if the Government 
settles the Calcutta University on Dr. Mukhopadhyaya on permanent tenure 
We are reminded of that song of the Vaishnava poet which says :— : 
41) know not now much sweetness (literally, honey) there is in Syama’s 
(Krishna’s) name. O! for (my) tongue (literally, mouth) do not want to part 
with it.” | Oo 
And this also is like that. Who knows how much sweetness (literally, 
honey) there is in Ashutosh! Lord Minto has not been able to part with him in 
any way! Wasthere no other man in the country? It is a matter of regret 
that Lord Minto has taken uo notice of (literally, has not seen, though seeing) 
(the fact) that the University is entering into the hell of ruin on account of 
Mukhopadhyaya Saraswati’s arbitrariness and the very objectionable manner 
in which he gives away his patronage. The masters’ will must be done; so we 
will not cry in the wilderness. But we must frankly (literally, with clear 
throats) say that Lord Minto has in this appointment given, proof of his 
favouritism and want of far-sightedness. Lord Curzon said that arrangements 
should be made, so that the University might not attain the condition of a 
stagnant pool (and that) it was not desirable that the leaders and members. of 
the University should grace it with their presence for ever. It was for this 
reason that he made arrangements for changing the Fellows, etc. As the result 
of the arrangements that have been made in accordance with this policy, many 
Fellows of the University had to put an end to their sports in the Senate the 
other day, But Vice-Chancellor Mukhopadhyaya is the prince of sycophants 
literally, master of the pot of oil-seeds). He is immune from palsy, immuue 
from death, without decay and without waste. IIe is free from the six 
© The’ six defects which are defects.“ To change him is animpossibility, a thing 
supposed to be present in the 


human system in à greater or 
lesser degree are—desire, wrath, 
covetousness, bewilderment, pride, 
and envy. 

t This refers to a saying 
which means that when a man is 
the sole possessor of a goat, he 
ean kill it in any way he chooses, 
whether it is by striking off its 
head or by cutting off its tail. 


Ashutosh continue to be 


which is not to be reasoned about. Is it then that 


whatever is a sin for the Fellow, is but sportiveness 


in the case of the Vice-Chancellor ? There’ is no 
doubt that Lord Minto has cut his own goat at the 
tail end. The Bengalis, however, would ‘have 
blessed him if he had cut it towards the other end. 
May Ashu's sportiveness be manifested in the 


University! May the University shine with the 
lustre of the Goddess of Learniug! May Dr. 
its Badshah as long as the sun and the moon last 


Ar) 


May the policy which: he adopts attain success} On the very d 
rong bushy-moustached Saraswati appeared in Bengal, India’s. Goddees 01 


Learning left the hermitage of India.. So. may the wicked Saraswati, Au 


Saraswati, and the Saraswatis of Battala, Kantapukur and Sunderbaus, and 
their sons and grandsons in succession, enjoy. and possess the Calcutta Uni- 
versity on a permanent tenure in good spirits and sound health. We will not 
deny that Lord Minto is of a, patronising nature and that Ashutosh is a master 
hand (literally, the crown-jewel) at wire-pulling, | : 1 

22. Anent the rumoured action of the Calcutta University in imposing 
a fine of Rs. 5 on graduates who fail to attend the 
. Convocation to take their diplomas, the Daily 
Hitavadi | Calcutta | of the 12th April writes that this arrangement is inexpli- 
cable. Could not the University do without this new income? A plain state- 
ment of the reasons for this step will be welcome. | 

23. Agreeing with the opinion of the Bengal Muhammadan Conference 

The Bengal Universi that the Urdu and Persian courses for the Matri- 

e Bengal University. | ‘ 2 . i ; 

| culation en are too stiff and require 
to be changed, the Alpanch [Bankipur] of the 8th April goes on to say that 
the Government of course wants to educate its subjects; but the Bengal 
University, consisting of Bengali members, who hate the Muhammadans would 
hardly like that the latter should receive sound education. Lord Curzon 
having considered the defects of the old cramming system, introduced the new 
scheme with a view to encourage general knowledge. In this the Muhamma- 
dans have to face the difficulty of the stiff Persian, Arabic and Urdu courses 


A University complaint. 


that 


Dany Hrravapt, 
Apl. 12th, 1910. 


‘ALPANCH, 
Apl, 8th, 1910. 


as compared with those of Sanskrit. Besides this the boys are not taught 


Persian literature and Arabic grammar till they come up tothe 4th class 


when the burden of a heavy course makes it almost unbearable. The Bengal 
Muhammadan Conference raised this question, but in an ordinary way. It 
should have moved it in stronger terms with its objections to the present mode 
of education. Otherwise there would be little hope of success. | 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24, The Talyani [Magura] of the 30th March reports a serious outbreak 
3 of cholera in the villages of Tabalpur, Rajapur, 
Mahicktola, etc., in the Sripur Thana of the sadar 
subdivision of Magura, A great panic has been caused by the large number 
of deaths which are occurring: The outbreak commenced on the 14th Falgun 
last in the village of Rajapur, and it has since developed so far as to reduce 
the villages attacked to a wilderness so to speak. Hindu corpses are so 
many that they cannot be burned, and so are being left on the river side. 
Musalman corpses also are being buried in holes one or two feet deep only. 
The beddings, etc., of the sufferers are being cast on the road-sides, The 


“Terrible plague in Magura,” | 


KaLYant, | 
Mar. 30th, 1910, 


village of Rajapur will quickly come to be absolutely depopulated. Govern- 


ment has sent up a Medical officer, but one man is not enough since there is 
no local private medical aid to supplement his. About 15 per cent. of the 
total population of Rajapur has so far succumbed to the disease. Nothing 
is being done to destroy the beddings of the victims, or to nurse the patients 
or cremate them properly. The want of a body of volunteers is being badl 
felt here now, Ihe disease is fast spreading for want of means to hak 
the spread of contagion. The attention of Government and of the public 
should be directed to the matter. F 
25. Referring to the Budget of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, the 
J. Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 9th April says 
A. 1 the Calcutta that in 1893 the Municipality spent Rs. 18,075 
| 90 month on its European servants. In 1903 the 
cost rose to Ks. 25,408, showing an increase of nearly 7,000 rupees in two 
years. The increase in the expenditure on the staff of native officers during 
these ten veers was only about 4,000 rupees, Can any one account for the 
necessity of making an abnormal increase in the expenditure on the European 
staff during ‘these years? The cost of the Municipal establishment went on, 


increasing till 1906. In 1909 a slight retrenchment was effected, leaving an 


G 


Dar Hava, 
Apl. 9th, 1910. : 
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increase of Rs. 18,000 over 1893. In the ensuing year the income of the 
Municipality will be Rs. 96,61, 065, and the cost of establishment will be 18 per 
cent. of the income. It is to be noted that the Government does not spend more 
than 12 per cent. of its revenue on its establishment. It is not that the 


Corporation never tries to retrench. But in trying to do so, it generally ends 


Dairy Hitavani, 
Apl. 12th, 1910, 


DalLty Hreav4ov!, 
Apl. 10th, 1910. 


in incréasing the expenditure. The following may be cited as an instance :— 


The Stores Branch of the Accounts Department has the following 
establishment :— , : 


Rs. 
1 Head Assistant ... wa ina 500 % = 
1 Assistant 6 600 toe eee eee 2 55 
1 Ditto 200 ece cee eee eee 53 
2 Assistants 000 eee oe eee ose 84 
6 Ditto Pe see sss “ai * 190 

11 i Total „ 467 


4 It has been proposed to make retrenchment in the Branch on the following 
8Cale — . 5 


Rs. 
1 Superintendent ... “ee 550 * 500 
1 Olerk ; 6 00 eee * we 50 
4 Clerks wit ia 10 wis soo oe 
2 Do. eee Bra . eee eee eee 40 
3 Durwans oon ve * 30 
7 Ooolies oe 53 

18 Total . 796 


The proposed retrenchment, if effected, will thus occasion an increase of 
expenditure by Rs. 440. Retrenchment in such cases means dismissal of 
poor clerks and appointment of highly- paid officers. Besides the above, it has 
been proposed to appoint an Assistant Secretary and an Assistant Reporter at 
an annual cost of Rs. 9,000. | 

26. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th April commends to the 


The Cute Fire Beiend notice of ths authorities an article in the Indian 
ee ee Daily News of the previous Saturday, pointing out 
certain respects in which the Fire Brigade were wanting in their duty on the 


occasion of the outbreak of fire at Wellington Square. The Calcutta public 
also should bestir themselves over this question. 


(0 Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. — 


27. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th April strongly supports 


pe the sentiments expressed in the following paragraph 
22 quoted from the Indian Datly News:— — | 
„A certain incident of the present week prompts us to ask who is respon. 


‘sible for public decency and for the prevention of scandaY along the Eastern 


Bengal State Railway line in the suburban area: On Tuesday morning an 
unfortunate man was apparently struck by a train and killed between the 
Agarpara and Belghuxria Stations, and travellers down to Calcutta by the 


morning suburban trains saw the mangled remains lying by the side of the 


track surrounded by vultures which were tearing the body to pieces. All day 
nothing was done, although the spot is withina few miles of Calcutta and 
within a hundred yards of a crossing hut and a para. In the evening the 
body had been turned over on its face, but no action had been taken for its 
removal. Incredible as it may seem, that body has remained there ever since, 
though the attention of the vultures by day and the jackals by night have 
reduced it to a mere heap of bones. What we want to know, is why nobody 


has done anything to tend the body or to enquire into the cause of death. 


The guilt must attach either in part or whole to the Po lice, both Railway and 
District, or to the Railway authorities.“ Pin ae 
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Rey The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter, and they are 
requested to teach a lesson to the Railway and the District Police in this 
connection, The case in question may after all be a murder case. 


(4)— General, 


28. Discussing the merits and demerits of the Reform Scheme, the 
Reformed Council. Hitvarta (Calcutta) of the 7th April points out the 
following advantages :—Increase in the number of 

Indian members; wider scope for discussion; more political interest in the 
country, which might prove beneficial to the Government as well as to the 


people. . 
The paper, then, regretfully dwells upon the demerits of the scheme as 


follows :— ) 
First, it has caused humiliation to the Hindus, for thoughtful Hindus 
(Mr. Gokhale, of course, being an exception) resent the privileges given 
to the — in excess to their ability, importance and numerical 
strength. 

eeondly, the educated and middle class communities have been ignored. 
The educated class in general, and the educated Hindus in particular, are 
burning within like a glass furnace, The Hindus have no objection to any 
privileges given to the Muhammadans, but the same should be given to them also. 

Thirdly, there are good many defects in the regulations concerning 
election. 

Further the paper says, that although the number of members has incseased, 


it is of no real value. Among the non-official members, many are European 


gentlemen. They are able men, but their interest is not just the same as ours, 
and they are naturally inclined to support the Government. Even among the 
elected Indian members there are men who think it advisable to side with the 
Government. They are above public opinion, and too great to understand 
the views of the ‘‘coolies.” They may be compared to the members of the 
House of Lords in England; and though counted among the members elected 


by the people, they are not the leaders of the people, and connot be considered 


to represent them. 

All this bas been proved during the last three months, for only those 
resolutions which the Government accepted could secure the majority of 
votes. It was hoped that in the enlarged Council the representatives of the 
people will be able to command a majority on questions like prima 


education, sanitation, irrigation, etc., but disappointment has been the result. 


Even peaceful, grave and a moderate man like Mr. Gokhale said in dispair— 
My Lord, I frankly confess [ have not introduced this resolution here to-day 
in the hope that it will be accepted by the Council, for constituted as this 
body is, there is, we all see, no chance of any recommendation being adopted 
unless it finds favour with the Government. 

Only one of the resolutions moved by the non-official members, continues 


the paper, has been accepted; but it has no great value, for the Government. 


had already been considering the subject and received the Secretary of State’s 


consent, so that a Bill might have been introduced even without any resolution 


from Mr. Gokhale. 


The Press Act has afforded a good test of the Council from the people’s 
point of view. Outside the Council almost all the Indian papers and the 
leaders of the people strongly protested against the Act, but in the Council all 


but two voted for it. 


The paper thanks the Hon’ble Pandit M. M. Malaviya and Babu Bhupendra 
Nath Basu for giving expression to the popular-view by voting against the Bill, 


and confesses inability to understand the strange attitude of Messrs. Gokhale, 
Chitnavis, Dadabhai and Mudholkar who spoke against the bill but voted for it. 
_ The paper arrives at the conclusion that the Councils do not represent 
the people's views as was expected of them in the beginning. | 
29. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th April takes exception to the 


The coming Census. coming Census being arranged to take place at a 


time when the Dole Jatra festival will begin at Puri 


HITVagta, 
Apl. 7th, 1910. 
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( 480) 


Where it is usual to commence the festivities from the 8th day of the full moon, 
the census coming off on the 10th day. ! | 58 
30. From what the Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson has said in regard to 
; the separation of the J 7 aa from the Executive, 
nig A a a and the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th April is not 
. inclined to thipk that the measure is likely to be 
effected very soon ; and the psper is consequently very much disappointed, 
Those who have always opposed the measure, writes the paper, will go on 
doing so. But the arguments which have been put forward against it are 
not all sound. And as for the present unrest having made it inexpedient to 
launch this scheme, the Government itself admits that the unrest has abated. 
Why then delay such an important project ? 


31. The Star of India { Arrah] of the 8th April says that everybody will 
be glad to hear that the Government has granted 
three mauzas, viz., Chandipur, Bansberia and 
Ranteshwarpur, in the 24-Parganas, as jagirs to the 
widow and the eldest son of the late Babu Ashutosh Biswas in recognition of 
the meretorious, faithful and loyal services of the deceased. 


32. Referring to Sir Lancelot Hare’s justification in a council speech of 

ia, hen Oe the prohibitiou of the ger District Confer- | 
ir Lancelot Hare's views on oynceg at Pan gsa Tangai n 

the boycott and such other things Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th April writes 


Jagir to the heirs of late Babu 
Ashutosh Biswas. 


as follows :— 


His Honour has found fault with the boycott, the national schools, the 
practice of students taking part in politics, and social excommunication on 
political grounds: It is the first time that a high official of the position of 
the ruler of a Province has spoken out his mind on these subjects so 
unreservedly. Such views used so long to adorn the columns of the English. 
man only. Our Anglo-Jndian e grat is crediting himself with 
far-sightedness. We have never attached much weight to the Englishman's 
writings. But henceforward we must view them in a different light. 
However that may be, His Honour deserves our thanks for plaiv-speaking. 
He has given us to understand that it is illegal and wrong to preach boycott, 
or establish national schools, or picket or excommunicate any person, or raise 
the status of Namasudras in furtherence of the cause of the swadeshi movement. 
Sir Lancelot’s views have been supported by almost the entire Anglo-Indian 
press, so that they must be considered to be the views of the ruling race. 
This exposition of the situation has, at length, after much suffering on our 
part, made it clear to us what we should not do if we want to steer clear 
of danger. If what Sir Lancelot has said to-day had been said three years ago, 
much of what we have suffered would have been spared us. 3 


To speak the truth, no Bengali has a liking for breaking the law and 
thus uselessly endangering himself. To preach sedition or propagate. 
disloyalty is not the occupation of common Bengali house-holders. The fact: 
is that they thought that they had equal rights with their white fellow- 
subjects. Sir Lancelot was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal when the Sivaji 
festival was held in Calcutta. He did not oppose the holding of the festival, 
nor did a single police constable appear to disturb the ceremony. Mr. Tilak 
delivered speeches in every part of the city. The Englishman opposed the 
holding of the festival, and we thinking ourselves to be possessed of equal 
rights with Englishmen, strongly animadverted on the hostility of the Anglo- 
Indian journal. The result of this heated controversy was that the feeli 
between white men and black men became strained. If Sir Lancelot had. 
then prohibited the holding of the Sivaji festival and sent Tilak and Khaprade 
out of the country, then we would have known what we ought not to have 
done. Herein Western Bengal Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu presided over 
the boycott anniversary meeting of the 7th August last year. Mr, 
Bhupenranath is to-day an Hon’ble Member of two Councils—the Supreme 
Council and the Bengal Council. How could we then understand that 
the boycott was after all a very bad thing? Sir Edward Baker has uot 
spoken ill of the boycott. This is someting. we do not understand. How 
is it that if some. Western Bengal speakers whe have been continuously 
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speechifying in their own province, go to Eastern Bengal to deliver speeches 
bt of the peace is — — likely to take place? 1 5 

We do not dispute any of the conclusions arrived at by Sir Lancelot. He 
is the ruler, the representative of the sovereign. It is for him to mark out 
the limits of our activities and for us to keep ourselves within those limite, 
Consequently there is no occasion for dispute in this connection. He will 
order, and we shall obey. When such is the relation between the two parties, 
it is perfectly useless to discuss the goodness of the order . We 
need hardly remind the authorities that we are E to anarchism, 
and are always prepared to work for its suppression. We are a peace-loving 
and law-abiding people. But the authorities should remember that we are 
formed of flesh and blood, and have frailties such as anger, misconception, 
etc., which flesh and blood are heir to. | 
If Government would only manage us adroitly, permitting occasional 
outbursts of such weaknesses, then nothing would disturb the even tenor of our 
mutual relations, : 5 

We again thank Sir Lancelot for what he has said. It is immaterial 
whether or no we like his views. His speech has dispelled may of our illusions, 
and disvlosed to us the limits of our activities. | 

33. The Datly Hi taradi [Calcutta] of the 12th April cordially * we 
The Subordinate Judicial Service, the plea put forward for an increase of the 

emoluments. of the members of the Subordinate 
Judicial Service in Bengal. They are a most hard-worked and deserving set 
of officers who uphold the reputation of British justice, and whose claims to 
favourable treatment have been conceded by many officials themselves. 


* 


III.— LxorsLArIox. 


34. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 8th April says that the Calcutta Police 

Bill has been passed with almost all its objection- 

eine eg of the Calcutta able features. A few non-official members no 

doubt objected to the Bill being passed, but non- 

official objection is now as powerless as it has ever been in the Legislative 

Councils, Besides this, the opposition was not so strong as it ought to have 

been. Mr. Ali Imam’s, Mr. Duke’s and Sir Charles Allen’s speech in favour of 

the Bill had not much of sound reasoning in them. Sir Charles took Babu 

Bhupendra Nath to task for his opposition, but he ought to have known that 

8 latter was only voicing the opinion of the educated community in 
cutta. | 

35. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th April has an article headed The 

as ies ee New Police Act,” of which the following is a full 
| 15 translation :— : 

The new Calcutta Police Bill has been passed into law, though not in the 
exact form of the draft Bill which has undergone sundry alterations. While 
thanking the noble-minded Lieutenant-Governor Sir Edward Baker for these 
alterations, we must say that the Act has not been shorn of everything that 
made it intrinsically bad. Since the law has been passed we are bound to 
obey it, and it is our duty to ask our fellow citizens.to do so as well. 

If we have to abide by the new law truly and faithfully, we shall have to 
refrain from the following :—(1) making political speeches or holding swadeshi 
meetings in College Square and Beadon Square; (2) taking out processions in 


which the cry of Bande Mataram or the song named Amar Des is 


indulged in; (3) allowing boys to learn gymnastics in akharas where such 
things are taught; (4) discussing topics like the swadesht and the boycott in 
friendly meetings, dinner-parties, etc. In short we shall have in some sense 


to desist from discussing politics. Considering that the police have been 


vested with unbounded powers, all troubles will be at an end if politics be 


eschewed altogether, for politics cannot be discussed if one has to rely upon 


the mercy, connivance or indifference of others. It is safe to keep aloof from 


a thing which is not within the rights of the people, and for which they have 


to depend upon the mercy of others. 


Datty HiTavad!, 


Apl. 18th, 1910. 


SaMAyY, 
Apl. 8th, 1910, 


HIrAVADI, 
Apl. Sth, 1910 * 


BIHAR BANpRVU, 
Apl. 9th, 1910. 


Nara, 
Apl, 9th, 1910. 


Basv MATY, 
Apl. 9th, 1910. 


6362) 


Police officers are paid servants of the Government, and it is them 
that the Government hag vested with unlimited powers. We can have 
nothing to say to this. You may say that the people may be put to trouble 
if the police wield uubounded powers. But considering tkat it is for the Govern- 
ment to protect the people and that if is the Government that will be the 
gainers if the people are contented, we need not be anxious whether or no 
this increase in the powers of the police will be injurious to the people; for 
it is the business of the Government and not of us. Hence we must say 
that since the law has been made, we are bound to obey it, no matter whether 
we like it or not. The. number of Indian representatives in the Legislative 
Council is by no means small, And since they helped in the passage of the 
Bill, we have no right to say anything, at least the laws of decorum enjein 
our silence. In reality it is not even the harshest law, but those that are 
vested with additional powers by that law that one has need to be afraid of. 
If these persons are noble-minded men, ons has nothing to fear; but if on the 
contrary they are arrogant. and fond of using power, there is much to be 
anxious. about. We have nothing to be afraid of so long as Sir Edward 
Baker is in Bengal, for we know he will keep the police under control. 

Be that as it may, what has been has been. We should think that 
henceforth Bengalis ought to keep aloof from polities. one 

86. Referring to the new Police Act, the Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipur] of 

— Delian th the 9thApril observes that had the Council given 

„ attention to the views expressed by the educated 
community of Calcutta, it would not have thought necessary to pass the Bill in 
such Laste and without any amendment. 5 „ 

Support of the Bill from the Hon'ble Mr. Ali Imam, who is not well 
acquainted with conditions in Calcutta, will not cause any surprise, for he 
is Standing Counsel to the Government; but the fact that the Maharaja of 
Tikari voted for it although a non-official member, will be a surprise to many. 

37. The Nayak Calcutta] of the 9th April writes. 3 

The Police Bill has been passed, and nearly 
all the sixty-two amendments which were proposed 
by the non-officials have been rejected, We knew that it would be so, for 
eur Government, when it once sets its fancy on a thing, does not yield. Man, is 
always fond of liberty, and liberty causes as much satisfaction to the giver 
as to the taker, But liberty is not to be confounded with despotism. Even tho 
most independent person has to submit to certain limits. And it is these 
limits which the law fixes. Ihe old Police Act was a. bond, and it was good 
enough. What necessity was there to make it harder?’ What defect: was 
there in the system of administration, which has lasted'for over a century, 
to justify making the law severer? Many officials think that this ‘country 
ought to be ruled with one hand at the people's throat and another at their 
feet, 1.6, that the rule ought to be mild and severe at one and the same 
time. But our rulers have known us long enough, and they ought not to 
think that we require to be governed severely. However, we are sure that 
the new Police Act will! not last for ever; and so there is nothing to be 
afraid of. | 

38. The Basumati Calcutta] of the 9th April writes:— 


| The Calcutta Police Act. 


a The Calcutta Police Amendment Bill has been 

. passed into law, and the Police has been vested. with 
additional powers regarding many things, especially meetings and processions. 
The public have learnt by experience what the Police of this country is; and 
the reports of the Committees: and Commissions which the Government 
appointed speak in no mistakable terms: of the glorious deeds of the police: 
The Commissioner of the Calcutta Police helped the Government during tlie 
passage of the Police Bill through the Council. Considering that it is ‘with the 
help of the Police that the Executive administer the country, {punishing the 
wicked and protecting the good, it is but natural that they (the Executive) 
should wish the powers of the police to be enhanced and the extraordihary 
increase in the powers of the Calcutta Police should give them (the Executive) 
great pleasure. But the passing of the Bill was not in the hands of: the 
Executive alone, but in those. of the whole Legislative Council, which. has been 
recently enlarged by Lord Morley. And since the Legislative Council, which 
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is now composed of the representatives of the various communities, and where 
the unofficial members are in the majority has unanimously passed the Bill, we 
can have nothing to say to it, for we believe that the members of the Council 
are all able men. Some of the Hon’blé Members, however, put forward 


| Objections against certain provisions of the Bill, and most notable of these 


members were Babus Bhupendra Nath Basu and Devaprasad Sarvadhikari, both 


of whom held their ground with great courage, 


It need not be said that what these two gentlemen said, represented the 
views of ‘the educated community, though their suggestions were not accepted 
by the Council. The publie are all the same grateful to Messrs. Basu and 
Sarvadhikari for the fearless way in which they have done their duty. There 
were in all seventy-nine amendments which were proposed to be made in the 
Bill, and this shows that the Bill was objectionable as it stood. The High 
Court: whieh was asked to give its opinion on the Bill, declined to do so on the 
ground that the Bill was a matter of executive policy. If that be so, we fail 
why the law was not made to have effect only so long as the present unrest 
would last. fy . | 

We are very grateful to Sir Edward Baker for maintaining a cool head 
while the Bill was passed, and we are sure it is only for His Honour’s level- 
headedness that the Bill was shorn of much of its objectionable character, We 
are confident that all unrest will be driven away by his mild rule. 

39. Tbe Bir Bharat [Calcutta] of the 10th April has the following 

Tho Police Bill remarks on the subject given in the side-note :— 
A The Executive officers govern the people by the 
help of the Police; therefore they must like to see the power of the Police 
extended, and it is only natural for everybody to wish for the increase of his 
power, Our civilised. Government has not placed the power of making laws 
solely’ in the hands of the Executive authorities, but has given an opportunity 
also to the representatives of the people to express their views. 

We believe that the Hon’ble Babus Deva Prasad. Sarvadhikari and 
Bhupendra Nath Basu. gave expression to the public opinion; but other 


members did not accept it. 


The reply of the High Court when asked to express its views on the Bill 
shows that it is not quite in favour of the Bill. If the law is defective, why 
has it been enforced permanently ? It would have heen much better if it were 


made operative only so long as there was unrest. 


When the law has been passed by our own representatives, what can we 
say on it? the 
We thank Sir Edward Baker for his firmness; for if he had acted otherwise 
the Act would have become still more stringent. | 
40. The Basuma fi [Calcutta] of the 9th April publishes a cartoon headed 
* Phe Legislative Circus,” in which the non-official 
„„ majority in the Bengal Legislative Council is 
represented as an elephant which is made to roll the barrel of the Police Bill 
at the bidding of its tamer, the Executive. The letter press contains a couplet 
in which the elephant says: —“ Do 1 push the barrel of my own accord? If 
I do not do 80, the Bill will not be passed. I dance to the tune that is get 
for me—this indeed is the occupation which I always engage myself in.“ 
41. The Nayak (Calcutta. of the 6th April writes that the Budget day 
1 in the Legislative Council is made the occasion 
E Halten, on the Bengal by all members for set speeches, composed eitber 
— by themselves or by others for them, which, 
however, have a strictly conventional air about them, woefully lacking in all 


A cartoon. 


reality. a ee 
” 1 now to'the last Budget debate in the Bengal Council, all subjects 


were allowed. to be discussed, save the partition of Bengal. In the Imperial 


Couneil too the discussion of this: question was banned. We believe the recent 
prohibition of the District Conferences also was meant to stop the anti- partition 


Agitation. We do not think that merely when one ceases to give expression 
to a feeling, that feeling vanishes from the mind. It is unnecessary and useless 
for us to pause to consider whether Government is doing well to stop this 
agitation or not. Weare floating unresistingly along the tide of time; if ever 


we come ashore, well and good; ii not, we shall go on floating, floating—whither 
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the future alone can tell. Since float we must, we shall do no good. to 
ourselves by throwing out our hands and legs in agitation—indeed in that case 
we shall sink to unknown bottomless depths... 1 rape 
After an attentive perusal of all the speeches at this meeting, we. find 
only His Honour’s speech worthy of praise. There is a ring of genuineness 
about it, whatever else it is—there is no diplomacy in it, no guile—straight 
words they are, straightly spoken. His Honour has taken credit to Govern- 
ment for having provided filtered water in various towns. Personally we should 
prefer pure water in the nataral state to filtered water—first because it is cheaper, 
and secondly because by filtration water loses something of its valuable natural 
properties. Indeed the money spent on filter works might be more usefully, 
spent in cutting down jungles and excavating tanks and water-channels. 
Then again, as regards education, we are happy that His Honour has 
negatived the proposed removal of the Presidency College. Sir Edward 
Baker knows the indiosyncrasies of the Bengali better than any other 
Lieutenant- Governor. So we do not usually find anything to find fault with, 
in his acts. Indeed, usually we find them to our liking. We do not approve 
of any great extension of Western education among the masses, as we find 
that this education to the extent it has already spread has created a spirit of 
selfishness, hypocrisy, falsehood, deceit and annoyance among the middle 
classes. ue 
42. The Star of India [Arrah] of the Stb April is glad to find that 
the Government has been paying special attention 
,bihar requires more money for to education, but regrets to observe that Bihar has 
n unfortunately had a very small share in educational 
gifts. Rupees 68, 000 have been sanctioned for next year's Education Budget 
for the purpose of grants-in-aid to private colleges; but out of this only 
Rs. 2, 400 have been allotted to Bihar, which is not only insufficient but 
comparatively too small. The area and population of Western Bengal cannot. 
be more than twice that of Bihar, and so the latter should get at least 
Rs. 20,000. The paper thinks this shortage to be due to want of special 
attention of the members of the Finance Committee to the requirements of. 
Bihar. Had any Bihar gentleman been a member of this Committee, Bihar 
could not have been treated in this way, for he would bring the real needs 
of Bihar to the notice of the Committee. ee 
43. Anent the following utterance of Sir Edward Baker at the las 
as meeting of the Bengal Council :— 
The claims of sanitation on the “You would not, I think, approve of addi- 
public purse. . ‘ ee ans 
| tional taxation being levied for this purpose (of 
sanitation) and without some such measure I can see little prospect of materially 
increasing the funds available,” the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th April writes 
that additional taxation will be a grievous burden on the peeple. At the same 
time money must be found for sanitation, The inference, therefore, is that 
there should be a retrenchment in all the other departments of expenditure. 
And the public and the Government should co-operate in suppressing adultera- 
tion of food-stuffs and other things equally injurious to health, as 
insufficient water-supply and bad drainage. 
44. Apropos of the Bengal Budget debate, the Basumats | Calcutta] of 
ia eas the 9th April is completely at one with the Hon’ble 
— oe Syed Muhammad Ffakruddin as. regards the 
grievances of Munsiffs, and hopes that they will be redressed by His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor before long. The paper takes exception to the fact 
that the full amount of two lakhs and eight thousand rupees which was allotted’ 


to sanitation last year has not been spent, and that in a province where nearly 


eleven or twelve lakhs of men die of fever every year, while cholera accounts 
for nearly two and-a-half lakhs, and plague one lakh of deaths. The paper 
admits that the Government spends a larger and larger amount of money on 
sanitation every year, and the public are very grateful to the Government for 
this. But considering that the sanitation of the province is becomin 

worse year after year, the paper suggests that the Government should spen 

still more on sanitation. Under the existing rules, if a District or Local Board 
wants to get any grant from the Government in order to c out any project 
connected with sanitation or irrigation, it (the District or Local Buard) must 


646 5 


raise two-thirds of the required money itself. This is not always possible in 
a poor Province like Bengal, and the paper is of opinion that the Government 
should-bear the whole of the expenses which any Pistrict or Local Board may 
require for the purposss above mentidned. It cannot be denied that the 
supply of water in villages is very defectivs, and the paper hopes that the 
Government will take the matter in hand before long. 1 
45. The Datnik > 11 : [Calcutta . 8 ay * April says that the Dumm cnarr RICA. 
eee e ficial crisis which Sir Guy Fleetwood Wilson 4?» eth, 1010. 
n Kieie and its has referred to in his Budget 3 can be easil 
mae si tided over by adopting the following means 
Retrenchments in all departments, civil and military; appointment of 
Indians to high posts on smaller salaries ; rescission of the Partition of Bengal 
and placing of the two Bengals under one Governor aided by an Executive 
Council ; contribution by the British Exchequer towards making up the loss 
occasioned by the abolition of the opium trade with China; material improve- 
ment of the country ‘by a resuscitation and development of arts and industries, 
46. Referring’ to the ang Budget debate, the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of at ok 
e the Sth April writes :— „„ P . 
ee ee Wo “ae not object to the time limit fixed for 
non-official members, for the work of the Council would be seriously 
handicapped if every member were to be allowed to speak as long as he chose. 
But we should think that if the Government shortens its sojourn in Simla and 
prolongs the Legislative Session in Calcutta, non-official members may be given 
a chance of speaking on many an important matter which the lack of time 
prevents them from touehing upon. Of all the speeches made during this 
year’s Budget debate, that uf Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu deserves special 
mention. He has clearly explained’ the defects of the partition of Bengal, 
both financial and political. He has also brought another fact into public 
notice, and that is that the new Province does not contribute anything to the 
expenses of fhe Calcutta High Court. The supporters of the partition found 
this to be too difficult a problem for them to solve, and so they thought it 
prudent to keep silent. The Raja of Dighapatya expressed his regret at the 
new taxation which the partition has made it necessary to impose upon the 
people. Mr. Shams-ul ‘Huda justified the additional burden which has been 
placed on the people of West Bengal, on the ground that West Bengal has for a 
ong time benefited itself at the cost of Fast Bengal. Mr. Huda could not, * 
however, support his statement witli the help of any statistics, so we need not 
discuss what be said, for it was all devoid of any substance. Mr. Huq, another 
Musalman member, flew into a towermg rage on account of the speech 
delivered by Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu on the partition of Bengal. Mr. Huq 
warned the Government ‘against any change in the partition, for he thought 
such a thing would increase the present unrest. A few other members also 
supported the partition, and their logic was as prodigiously sound as that of 
Mr. Hug. Mr. Lyon explained to the Council that the cost of administration in 
Eastern Bengal was much less that in other Provinces. But we do not think 
that that is any reason why the expenses of Eastern Bengal should:be paid for 
from the revenue of other Provinces. What strikes us as passing strange, is 
that while Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu was thrice ruled out of order because 
he was discussing the political aspect of the partition, no exception should 
have been taken to the speeches of the Maharaja of Burdwan and Mr. Huq, 
both of which ought to have been ‘thought as irrelevant as the speech of 
Babu Bhupendra Nath: This has caused much regret to the public.. 
Bhupendra Babu implored the Viceroy to undo the partition, and we must say 
that Mr. Basu’s arguments were not explained away either by Mr. Huq’s 
threatening logie, or by Mr. Huda’s reasonings which are devoid of all 
substance. The Viceroy knows all the pros und cons of the partition, and we 
ask him to do what he thinks just. = 5 
We are afraid the Financial Secretary was right in holding that Provincial 
Governments should be asked to retrench their expenses. We should think | 
that Provincial Governments should be allowed to draw more liberally upon 
the Imperial Government, and that they should be given the powers to raise 


additional revenues when necessary. 
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This year’s Budget Debate was much better than those of previous years. 
But we must say that the partiality shown to the supporters of Government 
measures, while the detractors were warned, has caused us much regret. We 
should also suggest that before any new tax is imposed non-official members, 
should be given a longer time to think over and discuss it. 


47. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th April thinks it a pity that. 


1 Mr. Gokhale's resolution on primary education 
ee should have been rejected, and Ghee 3 to 
the indifference of the Government in the matter. The paper suggests that 
the study of Western science should be encouraged among Indian students, 
and that friendly relations between students and their Professors should be 
promoted. : 
48. Referring to the Budget debate in the Imperial Legislative Council. 
the Basumats | Calcutta; of the 9th April writes :— 
Mr. Gokhales remarks on the We admit that Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu’s 
public debt. bas | 
reference to the partition of Bengal was not 
relevant to the occasion, but at the same time we fail to see the relevancy of 
the remarks of the Maharaja of Burdwan on the franchise granted to the 
zemindar community, and on the appointment of the Maharaja of Bobbili to 
the Madras Executive Council, or of what Mr. Shams-ul Huda said regarding 
the benefits conferred on Musalmans by the partition. It seems ratber strange 
that while Bhupendra Babu was ruled out of order, the latter were allowed to 
go on with their speeches. | 
Sir Guy Fleetwood Wilson spoke witb great caution but we should think 
that he took an erroneous view of Mr. Gokhale’s remarks on the public debt. 
Sir Guy said in jest that Mr. Gokhale wanted the Government not to keep its 
pledge regarding the public debt. This may be the Western method of putting 
the opposite party out of countenance, but such tactics are not much approved 
of in the East. We do not think that Mr. Gokhale’s suggestions were not 
sound, and we are rather surprised to find that they have been misunderstood 
by Sir Guy Fleetwood Wilson. | “ 
49. The following is a full translation of an article under the heading 
gebn Bhunendra Nath Basu end „Babu Bhupendra Nath Rusu, the Viceroy and 
Mr. Hug. Mr. Huq,” which appears in the Sanjivant 
(Calcutta | of the 9th April :— os 
We published last week a gist of the eloquent speech against the Partition 
of Bengal which Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu delivered during the Budget 
debate in the Imperial Council, while explaining to the Council the loss which 
has been inflicted on the Bengalis by the Partition buth from a pecuniary and 
a political point of view. Babu Bhupendra Nath was ruled out of order tl:rice. 
Consequently those portions of his speech had to be expunged. Inthe opinion 
of the Viceroy it is irrelevant to discuss during the Budget debate any question 
except from its financial aspect, The Viceroy can no doubt say better than 
we can what rules the Government has framed with what object in view. 
But the language of the rules is not clear in this respect, ‘The rules lay down 
that no member of the Council shall be allowed to move any resolution during 
the Budget debate, but there is no distinct prohibition against the discussion 
of the political aspect of any matter which forms a subject of the debate, 
However, if that be indeed what the rules lay down, the sooner such rules 
are altered the better. For the political aspect of a question is often so closely 
connected with its financial aspect, that it is not possible to discuss one aspect 
of the matter without touching the other. Secondly, under the existing rules 
there will be ro chance of discussing in the Legislative Council the politieal 
aspect of important matters like the partition of Bengal, excepting by moving 
a resolution. Then again, since the Government reserves the right of deciding 
whether or no a non-official member should be allowed to move a resolution 
there is very little chance of such topics being discussed. So then the new 
Council affords less opportunity than the old one for such things; for in the old 
Council members could discuss during the Budget debate any grievance which 
they liked. . | 
Moreover, if it be really irrelevant to discuss the political aspect of a. 
question during the Budget debate, why was no exception taken to the. 
speeches of Maulvi Shams-ul Huda agd Mr. Huq, who in supporting the 
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partition spoke about its political sides? The same rule ought to have been 
applied to the supporters as well as the detractors of the partition. The 
Maharaj Adhiraj of Burdwan did not talk about any financial question in his 
lung speech on the natural leaders of the people. Why then was he not ruled 
out of order? | 6 
We are very sorry to notice the ungentlemanly behaviour of a member of 


the Council on the second day of the Budget debate. A Bihari member 


named Mr. Huq, who supported the partition, described Bhupendra Babu's 
conduct on the previous day as undignified. One is inclined to ask Mr. Hu 
why although he said nothing immediately after Bhupendra Babu ha 
delivered his speech, he (Mr. Huq) seemed to be filled with rage twenty-four 
hours after the speech had been made? But does Mr. Hud know nothing 
about the working of the Legislative Councils of any country? In every 
Legislative Council of every civilised country in the world exceptions are 
taken to the speeches of maby a member. But the very fact that a member's 
speech is objected to by the President, does not imply that such a member is 
guilty of “undignified” behaviour. Both the Viceroy and Sir Harvey 
Adamson. admitted that Babu Bhupendra Nath was not guilty of any wilful 
violation of the rules, and that the language of the rules was ambiguous. And 
Mr, Hug would have come to the same conclusion, if he had only tried. But 
perhaps he could not resist the temptation of abusing Bhupendra Babu. 

50. Anent Mrs. Annie Besant's letter on the treatment of Indians by 
certain Europeans, —a letter which formed the 


mem, ane letter, subject of a question in the Allahabad Legislative 


—Council,—the Hitavadi [ Calcutta) of the 6th April writes that this letter has 


league. 


won the cordial approbation of the Manchester Guardian. We are strongly opposed 


to all conduct on the part of Europeans which creates hatred in the minds of 


Indians against them. But no practical steps towards the prevention of such 
conduct have yet heen adopted, or if adopted have succeeded. The fact that 
papers like the Engiishman still go on abusing Indians is proof of this. We 
shall be glad anyhow to see the Indian Secretary’s recent proclamation in this 
connexion carried into effect. 95 5 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


51. The Dai) Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 6th April, in reporting the Damr Brravanr, 


| proceedings of the meeting at the Reform Club- 
1 Press Act opposed in rooms in London on the 11th March, at which 
Mr. Mackarness and Sir H. Cotton denounced the 
new Press Act, finds nothing to say as to the real subject matter at issue in 
the present case, but cordially expresses its gratitude to the two speakers 
before-named for their sympathy. 
52. The Hituarta | Calcutta] of the 7th April writes: ; 
3 The Maharaja of Darbhanga proposes that as 
The proposal of a Hindu almost every district has a league of Muhmmadany, 
| the Hindus too should form theirs and should 
work with the zeal of the Muhammadans. The advice is all right; but then 
how to deal with the Seditious Meetings Act? Or even if the Hindus escape 
the clutches of the Act through the Maharaja’s kindness, who can say that this 


league too will not suffer the same lot as the Congress? Moreover, if it is 


desirable to follow the steps taken by the Muhammadans, the Hindus should 
try for the advancement of the Hindu Sabha; there is no need of a new league. 
53. ‘The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 7th April says that the rumour that 
Malice avainst Mr. Tilak, one of the two youths arrested at Poona was 
W Mr. Tilak's son is perfectly false, and that it was 
given currency to by those people who feel highly gratified to find Mr. Tilak 
in trouble all round. 1 
54. The Star of India [Arrah] of the 8th April differs from the 
opinion of the Statgsm3n and other papers that tlie 
deprivation of the freedom of newspapers might 
seu lead to secret conspiracies and writings, and says 
that the papers are as much at liberty to make reasonable comments now as 


The Press Act and its probable 
effects. | 
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they were before the passing of the Press Act. Seditious writings were neither 

allowed before, nor are they - permissible now. The mischievous people who 
used to publish anonymous -writings in papers like the Sonar Bangala and 

Yuganter, and issued seditious pamphlets and letters from Europe and America, 

will continue to do the same. But the Government has now become more 
watchfal than before, and different Governments declaring such pamphlets as 
unlawful notify their confiseation. The paper concludes that apparently this 
procedure will be effective in putting a stop to seditious writings and doings. 
55. Referring to Mr. Ratcliffe’s speech at the Reform Club on the Press 
1 Act the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th. April 

‘Mr. Ratoliffe's speech at the. — | | 3 5 
Reform Club. A A | | 

We quite agree with Mr. Ratcliffe when he 
says that the new spirit in India has nothing to do with revolution or rebellion, 
and that neither the swadesht movement nor the Bande Maicram has for its 
object the spread of anarchism and terrorism, or supports assassination and 
dacoities. The Nationalists are not in favour of revolution, for they know that 
the fulfilment of the object they have in view depends on evolution and not on 
revolution. But ours is a cry in the wilderness, for the Government mistakes 
a number of wealthy asses for popular leaders, and accepts as the wisest and 
best policy the narrow-minded policy advocated by sun-dried Anglo-Indians. 
Little by little a darkness as of Hell is enveloping this vast empire. Detectives 


‘and spies now fill the land. All faith in the people has been banished. The 


people are being ground under a policy of repression. Such an unnatural state 


of things cannot possibly lead to anything 2 Repression may punish the 
b 


people but will never solve the present problem. Men like Mr. Ratcliffe who 
always try to open the eyes of the British public by giving them good advice 
are friends of India and of England. icine oe 
56, The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 7th April writes: ) 
3 ie It must be admitted that we have fallen on very 
dadoites. bad times; unless the times were bad, why should 
the country come to its present pass? Now-k-days 
rarely a day passes without bringing its quota of a report of a dacoity at some 
place or other, Occasionally it is * being reported that youths or boys of the 
bhudralogue class are implicated in these dacoities, Truth to tell, ro long we did 
not believe at all that respectable youths could stoop to such despicable and 
mean work—so long we used to think that the enemies of the land were creating 
an unprovoked row in the country, so as to get the laws under which it was 


governed made severer than what they were, that they were trying to bring 


what was a genuine patriotic spirit among the people of the country into 
discredit with the public and with Goveynment—and indeed we did not shrink 
from giving public expression to this view once or twice. 5 
The events of the past few days have, however, made us in a way sceptical 
of the innocence of our boys. Beyond suspicion, we harbour no other feeling. 
To remove this suspicion we have neither the means nor the will. When truth 
is most unpleasant, we shrink from facing it—ignorance in that case seems to be 
bliss to us. 5 : 3 
The idea is inconceivable to us that our fellow-countrymen brought 
up from infancy in the tender and genuine affection of sweet and loving 
parents,—born to the belief that robbing others is the greatest sin,— 
accustomed morning and evening, every day and every month and every year, 
to the performance of religious observations only,—steeped always in the 


spiritual spirit, who rise in the morning to the strains of hymns, and fall 


asleep while reciting the names of the gods; we could not believe that men 
who answered to the above description could have so far forgotten themselves, 
and have been degraded so far as to betake themselves to a cruel businesslike 
dacoity ; we did not want to believe it—did not want because it struck a blow at 
our preconceived ideas, and because if we were to believe it, we felt hurt and 
ashamed thereat, even to hanging down our-heads in shame. - ) 
Without fear of contradiction there is no gainsaying this: We have 
repeatedly stated in these crulumns our belief that the road to the edifice of 
righteousness can never lie through unrighteousness, that righteousness is the 
one means of success in life, the one object of endeavour. Nothing else on earth 
can we exchange for righteousness, not even dominion or a king’s throne or 


freedom. Righteousness - once lost can never be regained, not only in this life, 
but also not for even so many other lives. With the turn of the wheel nine times, 
dominion. and ruling authority and freedom may be obtained; but righteousness 
once lost can never come back without a severe penance. King Nala, through 


the bad influenoe of the stars, lost dominion, wealth and all, but got them — 
all when the stars again proved auspicious. But show any instance in history 
or romance either of a man who having renounced the right got it back again, 
became again strong in the right. You cannot.. If may be possible for 
individuals, by God’s mercy, to rise again, but.a nation cannot uplift itself 
easily in a few years, A nation caa rise only after a good deal of striving for 
a few thousand years when.it has shown the height of self-restraint—not 
else. ae 
Be not captivated by the sight of the hollow prosperity of Europe or 
America or Japan. Not in them will yor find the path trod by the great 
which the wellknown precept asks you to tread. They may be strong in 
worldly strength, but know: that their edifices of prosperity are built on 
sand—you never know when their foundations will give way, bringing the 
gaudy superstructure of their civilisation to the giound. Cannot you infer 
from their present social condition that they as a society are busy about tha 
„mt ans,“ and have come to overlook the end. After all what do men strive 
for on earth? It is happiness; and is happiness ever possibie in the absence 
of righteousness? The existence of mghteousnes and happiness is unthink- 
able and impossible. One may be lord of the world, the master of untold 
wealth, and yet be a stranger to happiness-—to 1eal happiness, which may be 
found only in the cottage of the righteous man. One is happy if only one is 
righteous—be he free or be he in a state of subjection. Indeed a man who is 
righteous strictly apeaking can never be subject to others—he is free at all 
times. aed os | 
Just reflect what a terrible sin and act of wrong it is to fall on a house- 
holder who is asleep with his wife and children. To think of what he has 
laid by after years of hardship being taken away in a singlo night by robbers ! 
Think of the anguish caused to so many people, of the tears brought to the 
eyes of so many women, by this attempt to rob them of their all—this terrible 
sin and act of wrong. Think you that these tears are shed in vain—think you 
this great sin is not punished—think you that you get rid of the sin if robbing 
Peter you pay Paul? Po 5 
No, decidedly no. These tears, this anguish, will bring to naught all 
the great power and the terrible guile of the dacoit. Think you that the 
house-holder who loses his whole life's savings can bless the dacoit or praise 
his patriotic fervour? ‘That cap never be. ee 
And farther, think you that the nation which coming to this country from 
a distance of 4,000 miles have established dominion here, at a sign of wnose 
fingers the whole of India woves, who quickly suppressed the -Thugs and the: 
Bargis—that this nation will be long in vutting down these. dacoities ? 
Save righteousness, there is no weapon with which they may be faced. 
57. The Datly Hitewadi Calcutta] of the 8th April writes :— 


8 5 In this Province the Vaishnava beggar asks for 
3 we should beg for aims, saying Jay Radha Krishna. That is to say 


e.asks you to give him alms in the names of 


Radha and Krishna, by whose grace you are a rich man and he a poor beggar. 
He does not care whether or no you have any respect for the God of his 
devotion, or whether his quaint dress and his invocation to Radha and Krishna 
are agreeable or disagreeable to you, He will always appear at your door 
in the same dress on his person and the same words on his lips, He never 
1 hunger and thirst, but always appeals to you in the names of Radha and 
Krishna. : 


The thirty crores of men and women of the country beg for alms just 


in the same fashion from the English who now rule India. The food we eat, 


the sanitation of the place we live in, the education of our children, the 
development of the arts and industries and commerce of our country, the 
attainment of the political rights which we aspire to—we have to beg of our 
rulers for everything. We do not always get what we long for, because we do 
not know how to beg. We cannot expect to obtain alms if we appeal to 


DalLy HITAVADI, 
Apl. Stb, 1910, 


Narak, 
Ap). Sth 1910. 


KARMAYOGIRE, 
Ap], &th, 1910. 
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our rulers simply on the ground of our being hungry aud starving; but we 
must beg as the Vaishnava: begs, appealing to the donors in the name of Gud. 


We should beg of our ralers in the truly national way and dressed in the: 


truly national garb. We should say to our English rulers: ‘‘ Glory to the Lord 
who has made you the rulers of our land, and oarselves beggars asking for alms 
at your doors. May He shower His blessings upon you. You are rich, and 
we are in want. It is but fit that we should beg at your door, for you are not 
only wealthy but noble-minded. Give us iu the name of the Almighty such 
alms as may fulfil our wauts, and maintain the kindly relations that there are 
betweeu you and ourselves,” Thus indeed it is that we should beg. We must 
have uo animosity against our rulers ; we must not envy them their opulence; 
we must not nurse within our hearts any revengeful spirit, nor must we 
grumble because they are high and we are low. We mast beg for alms, 
not because we are in want, nor bacause pestilence is thinning out our 
numbers; but because we want such alms. as would do good to our nation, 
and proclaim the. noble-mindedness of the donors, and glorify the Lord 
Almighty. | : ) . | 
58. The Nayak Calcutta] of the 8th April suggests, in the course of a 
long article, that the swadeshi movement is not 
— being conducted on right lines. The ewadeshi 
movement means a movement intended to benefit the country. The success 
of the movement, bowever, depends not on any artificial agitation, but on the 
capacity and willingness of the Indians to throw off Western modes of life: 
and thought, and return to indigenous habits of body and mind, Ouce this 
is done, once the movement is establishment on principles of religion and 
conduct, it will no longer be ‘necessary to teach or harangue or impose oaths: 
on, people to use swadeshi articles. The Aglicised Hindu’s lave for the swadeshs. 
is a passing whim, a passion or fashion of the day destined to pass off with 
the day. What is necessary is to rekindle the fire of Hinduism in the minds 
of Hindus, a fire that will at once consume the poisonous foreign weeds now 
growing luxuriantly in its place. The standard of Western prosperity is a 
very false standard, for the West is poor in religiousness. A mere imitation 
of the West will never benefit India—it will rather injure her. India’s pro- 
sperity lies in her returning to her old social and religious habits. : a: 
59. The Karmayogin [ Howrah | of the 8th April writes that the British 
raj in India has, so to speak, lived amidst the joyful 
hand-clappings of its subjects. There was such 
clapping on the occasion of the buttle of Plassey, because of the death of the 
popular Seraj and the glorious Mohan Lal. Then when the indigenous 
weaving industry was killed and clothing began to be imported from England, 
there was clapping because coarse cloths were no more to be worn. The 
estsblishment of the Nizamat and the Dewany Adalats was hailed with a 
similar hand-clapping as W the reign of law. The Permanent 
Settlement was the occasion of a similar demonstration by the zamindars as 
opening the way to the utter ruin of the raiyats. The sunset law was 
equally cheered as betokening a spirit of care and devotation to the raiyats 
on the part of Government. Next followed the suppression of thugs, of the 
introduction of Railways, Posts and Telegraphs—all measures acclaimed without 
cessation by the people. Lastly came the Arms Act, devised by the intelligent 
Viceroy Lytton, which our forefathers did not hesitate to acclaim. Indeed the 
spirit in those days was such that had Government asked us to cut off our 
hands, even that proposal would have been received with cheering. It was. 
at the time of the partition of Bengal that this hand-clapping was absent for. 
the first time, and with what consequencs we all see now. oe 
Elsewhere the same paper writes that the present degradation of the 
Bengalis is due to the love of ease and greed for money which possess them. 
They distrust themselves and are lacking in the manly virtues. They forget 
tnat their own good can be accomplished only by themselves. Spiritual and not. 
physical force should be the weapon we should trust to for our own .regenera- 
tion. The people of the land now are in a serious state of puzzlement, since 
on the. one hand they are being counselled to go on sleeping as now, and 
on the other are being urged to awake. And yet all are alike in suffering 


Extracts from the Karmayogin. 


sorrow. 


* 
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60. The. Hindi Bangavasi [ Oaleutta] of the 11th April out in the Hut Banasvasr, 
en Ae tot ‘af din ien ahnt i Apl, 11th, 1910 
ne hie ~~) Course of ah “that the Hindus who, really 
The Babu community, t 3 6 Hindus who res 

ann ene ö 


Profess that religien continue to be loyal to the 


British as before, but the case ig somewhat different with the Babus, who are 


the creation of the English and about whom the paper says :— — 


_. Under the British Government aud the influence of the En lish education, 


- 


there arose among the middle class Indians a Babu’ class which considered 
the Englishmen as gods, and began to imitate them in dress, in manners and in 
language ; * that by this imitation they would acquire also the noble 
qualities and good fortune of the Englishmen.: For many years they laboured 


under this false hope; and at last when the hope ended in disappointment, their 
love and admiration for the English changed into auger and hatred. — fi 


The Babu community split up into several parties, one of which assumed 
deadly anti-English attitude, and the outrages that have taken place during the 
last two or three years form the result of the misdeeds of that party. <A 

The Hindus have always kept aloof from this ‘ Babu’ community, and they 
continue to be in that attitude. It is a characteristic of the Hindus that the 


neither turn out one who lives among them, nor take back one who has left. 


them. Buddhists, Jains and many other sects rose out of this Hindu race, and 

once separated were never admitted into it again. Similarly the Babu’ class 

has left the Hindus forming a separate community, and no amount of effort 
can bring them back into the Hindu.community.  _—. | 3 

61. Anent a recent article in the Journal on the anti-English spirit among 

. the Egyptians, the Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta} of the 
The soti-English spirit in 12th April writes:— 1 

a ian Undoubtedly it is rank ingratitude for men 


who have received an English education, and who mould their lives on Euro- 


pean lives, to wish ill to Englishmen. But these sporadic and small mani- 


* PD 


festations of unrest will soon vanish. For the British Government is powerful 
and the majority of the population, both in India and in Egypt, are on its 


side. So where is the cause foranxiety ? 


URITA PAPERS. %%% ͤð ee 


62. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 3lst March is of opinion that 


compulsory primary education may not prove an 

neh an camiaed gene, unmixed good in India. The day labourers and 
oo) 7 +, agriculturists in that country, who are very 
poor and indebted, cannot afford to spare their children even for a short 
period, as they assist their parents in their manual work: Besides, the dignity 
of labour isnot appreciated in India, where. sons of agriculturists and day- 
labourers, no sooner they learn to read and write a little, imbibe a dislike 


.' 
* 


Compulsory primary education 


for the callings of their: parents, and seek out: other channels of life, which are 
not available. f 
The Garja tbasini ({ Talcher | of the 2nd April is, however, of opinion that 


the system of compulsory and free primary education, if adopted in India, will 


prove beneficial to the Indians in the end. | 

63. Referring to the fact that the rate on liquor has been raised from 
r tion of the Cuttack, Balasore and Puri Municipal- 
. aes ities, while the rate remains unchanged in the 
interior of those districts, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd April points out 
that this difference between urban and rural areas might have been prudently 


avoided by making the rate uniform over all the districts. 8 0 
64. Referring to the fact that the students of the Training College in 


Baroda left the college en masse be causea few students 


The conduct of the Training belonging to depressed classes were admitted into 
a ee Gerjathasint TCralcher] of the 2nd April 

observes that the Indians have prejudices which it 
will take a long time to eradicate, and that the conduct of the college students 
noted above cannot be said to be either commendable or edifying, == °° ° 
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Nivachay SaMachas, 5. The ANilachal Samachar [Puri] of the Ist April reqrete to state. that a 


* 


Apl. 1st, 1910. a 3 , ° . 
di An affray in the Puri temple. ry of n mpanied by ane 


Engineer, Babu Sricharan Bhattacharji, came 
into collison with the police of the Puri temple on grounds not specified, 


and that the disputes which began with hot words on both the sides ended 
in blows. The District Magistrate and the Manager of the Puri temple are 
requested to take vigerons steps, with a view to prevent the recurrence of such 

_ shameful scenes in the holy temple. , . 
Urral zar. 66. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 2nd April complains that the 
3 4 Subarnapur school in Banki, in the Cuttack district, 
seen stands in great need of a second teacher in English, 
and that the want should be removed without delay. The attention of the 
Banki tahsildar and the Chairman of the Cuttack District Board is drawn to 
the matter. Banki being a Goverument estate, should in matters of education 

stand as an exemple to other estates. | 5 
UTRALBARTA, 67. The Utkalbaria [Calcutta] of the 2nd April is of opinion that the 
a ; Agricultural Banks in Dompara and Banki are 
* Ne in Banki and doing excellent work, and that a large number of 
tenants have got immense relief by being saved 


from the clutches of cruel money-lenders, who charge exorbitant rates of 
interest. | | 


NitcHas SAMACHAB, 


68. The Wilachal Samachar [Puri] of the Ist April thanks the Raja of 

nee — Barakhemundi for his donation of Rs, 10,000 
publie e towards the construction of a boarding-house for 

students in Barhampar, in the Ganjam district, and 

hopes that the charitable public in Orissa will come forward to supplement 


the donation of the Raju by liberal contributions, as the bourding-house will 
cost a large sum of money. : 


GURJATBASINYI, 


69. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 2nd April chronicles an extra- 
Apl. 2nd, 1910. 


6 ordinary feat of the Chief of Talcher, Who 
An extraordinary feat of the 


Talcher Chief. succeeded in bagging seventeen elks in one night. 


It is said that the venison was distributed among 
2,500 persons belonging to the Talcher garn. 
GURJATBASINI, 


70. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 2nd April states that Babus 
Apl. 2nd, 1910. 


Narayan Panda and Somnath Misra have distin- 
we 1 aranda ond guished themselves by their philanthropy and 
2 — wii bravery by rescuing two boys, who were being 

drowned in the Brahmini river, at the risk of 


- own lives. Snch deeds merit recognition at the hands of the 
public. N 


NILACHAL SAMACHAR, 
. Apl. Ist, 1910. 


71. The Wslachal Samachar [Puri] of the 1st April states that the people 
Further detail of the great fire Of Bhubaneswar are in great distress, as they have 
at bhubaneswar, in the Puri been rendered homeless by the great firo reported 
N last week. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 2nd 
April states that about seven or eight men and women were burnt to death 
by the great fire, and that several heads of cattle were destroyed. It is said 
that many monkeys, who were on the high branches of surrounding hills, fell 
down dead through excessive heat. An old man, named Bami Mahasuara had 
@ miraculous escape, as he entered a paddy granary. Even the oldest 
inhabitauts of the place do not remember to have seen such a big and destruc- 
tive fre. The Garjatbasini advances a theory to the effect that the action of the 
sun’s rays on straw in high temperature is capable of producing fire, liable to 


be fanned by the current of the winds and advises people in this season to have 


vessels full of water ready on the tops of their houses for immediate future 


use. The Utkaldipika| Cuttack) of the 2nd April states that more than one 
thousand houses in Bhubaneswar and Kapfleswar were destroyed. Even the 
police-station, post-office, the kanungo office, the pound, the girls’ school and 


the granaries of god Bhubaneswar were destroyed. Three women were killed. 


The flames went up so high as to destroy the flag flying on the top of -the 
temple, The Divisional Commissioner, the Subdivisional Officer, Khurda, and 


the District Superintendent of Police were on the spot to be of some service to 
the people. | wie | Sis Pre 
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972. The Nelachat: Samachar [Puri] of the Ist April has every sympathy. for- Nui Kamen 
i Nenn the Association that has been established at Calcutta, —— 
. . . Jure, with the object of: proteoting domestio animals, 
including’ cattle, in India, and suggests that the Association should. 
establish branches in different parts of the country, with a view to be of great 
service to the people therein. | 
73. Referring to the proceedings of the prize distribution meeting vurmaomm 
W held at Belgachia under the presidency of the Axl. 20a, 1910. 
* 4 eee ~*~ Hon ble Mr. J. O. Miller, with a view. to reward 
the deserving students of the Veterinary College 
in that place, the Uvtkaldiwka [Cuttack] of the 2nd April observes- that 
the institution has proved very useful in Bengal, that the Municipalities and 
District Boards in that Province should take steps to encourage it in very 


way, and that the necessity of a veterinary hospital in every subdivision in 
Bengal is keenly felt. 


74. The Uikaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 2nd April states that the Cuttack  Urcarrmu, 
Printing Company has, as a business concern, II. 2d, 1010 
proved successfnl. It has paid dividends to its 
share-holders at rates varying from 24 to 32 per cent. 
per annum. It is a registered company, and has worked for 44 years in 


Orissa. It is a matter of regret that no other registered companies are in 
progress in that Province. 


75. The Nilachal Sumachar [Puri] of the Ist April states that about xuAnuL Samacuam, 
20,000 pilgrims visited the Puri town during the Axl. 26, 1910. 

fener iu Pu of the Dol Jatra last Dol Jaira festival, that the sanitary and police 

arrangements were good, that there was no com- 
laint of any kind, and that the pilgrims safely returned to their 
omes without any difficulty. The Utfaldipika howeker estimates the 
number of pilgrims from thirty to forty thousands, of whom the 
majority came from Bengal and the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. 
The health of the town was good, while the sanitary arrangements were 


The Cuttack Printing Company, 
a successful trading concern. 
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76. The Utkalbaria [Calcutta] of the 2nd April complains that the 3 
5 on questions set on the Uriya language in the lat q 
* B. A. examination of the Calcutta University b 


were not satisfactory, inasmuch as they required a knowledge which 
the candidates were not expected to possess. There was a similar com- 
plaint last year. The attention of the Syudicate is drawn to the matter. It 
is hoped that steps will be taken to relieve the distress of the candidates 


in the present year, and to appoint more experienced examiners in future 
years. 


77. The Utkalbaria [Calcutta] of the 2nd April publishes a letter from 2 
one of its correspondents, emphasising the fact that g 
„Tue temple and ont houen of the temple and out-houses of goddess Biraja, in 
3 Pur in nec Jajpur, stand in need of urgent repairs, As a large 
number of pilgrims visit the Jajpur town every 
year, and as Jajpur is a secred and historical place in the Orissa province, 
steps should be taken by the Subdivisional Officer of that town, aided by the 
Jajpur Municipality and the Jajpur Local Board, to devise some measures, 
whereby the antiquities of Jajpur may be preserved without falling an easy 
prey to the destructive influences of time and weather. 


78. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd April draws the attention of Urn .. 
ae. both Hindu and Muhammadan readers to the p. 2d, 1010. 
we ch meeting in honowr of procedings of a grand meeting held at Murshida- 
bad last month under the presidency of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Baikunta Nath Sen, with a view to congratulate the Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad on the bestowal of the title of K. C. S. I. on 
him by His Majesty the King-Emperor, and observes that the Hindus and 
Muhammadans of Murshidabad acted like so many brethern, engeged in 
some general business of the family. Really the interests of Hindus 
and Muhammadans are the same, and they must -cordially, co-eperate 
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with ond another in all matters 
the Nawab Ba 
exhorted both Hindus and Muhammadans to work like bret 
that there is any vital difference between the in 
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CONFIDENTIAL.) No, 16 of 1910. 
Report (PART II) oe 
ON | 
NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL 
FOR THE 


Week ending Saturday, 16th April 1910. 
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Ditto 5 sa „ Lieutenant-Governor, Burma ees 8 
Ditto 0 one 40 $b. The non-official members of the Bengal Council, 16. 
Ditto 8 eve „ S. indentured labour for the Federated Malay States 195 
Ditto one 905 . 
III.—-LIEeISLATIOR. 
(7 )—Questions affecting the da. Calcutta Police Bill 5 8 . 195 
M4 . i en 188 Ditto eee eee eve $b. 
Agricultural improvements Ditto 2 = — 
Ditto eee eee Bee 46, 
( — Katlwuys and Oommusircuttons, t οναẽ˖,qdug The Press Act 0% eve ooo. 46. 
Canute and Ivrrigation— ? : 
Opening up of the mufassal — * 188 IV.— Narr Stars. 
Diversion of the proposed line between Godagiri Nil. 
and Santahar ‘ia sie . bb. 
A railway complaint * se „ 
V.—Prosprots or THE Crors aND CONDITION OP 
ene THE PEOPLE. 
Stopping of District Conferences 0 * 189 Nil. 
| wr — a aa 8 8 
itto itto 3 v0 oe i 1 i 
Ditto Arto i 3 VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS. i 
Ditto ditto 5 8 Coping with anar chim. oe „198 
Ditto ditto 43 „ Anti- anarchism ie pea * 196 
The Imperial Council Budyet debate ... — The industrial apathy of the people _... 2 3. 
Defence of undefended persons ae 5 The Indian National Congress ae . 
Ditto ditto ‘si „ 0 The new rules for admission to the Bar 46 
The 2123 situation in England ih So a The Imperial League aa we 6 
Further house- searches ai — | Constructive Swadeshism ... eee „ 
. Ditto ditto 10 lia an ae The Swadeshi movement pe . 
_ Provincial Judicial Service of Bengal and Eastern Ditto oes * 2 197 
and Assam oii wa „ 5. The Boycott celebrations ... 4 „ 
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( 185 ) 
LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS REOEIVED AND DEALT WITH 
BY THE BENGAL SPECIAL BRANOH. 
[As it stood on Ist January 1910.) 

No. | Name of Publication. Where published] Edition. | Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
1 | Amrita Basar Patrika | Calcutta Daily „ K. P. Chatter ji, age 46, Brahmin oes 4,000 
2 | “Behar Herald ooo | Patna we | Weekly ... 1 Nath Dey, age 41, Pleader of 600 

an re. 0 
3 |“ Beharee” ... soe Bankipore , Bi-weekly ., | Sham Sankar Sahai, Pleader, and P. P. 760 
, Sharma of Muzaffarpur. 
4 | “ Bengalee vee | Calcutta eee | Daily „8. N. Banerji, Kali Prasana Sen, age 39, 6,000 
and Kali Nath Roy. 
6 | “Bihar” _... oo | Patna „Weekly ., Kali Kumar sinha, B. A., B. ., Pleader of 760 
Bankipore, age 86, Kayastha. | 
*6 | “Day's News” Calcutta Daily ove be | — Bharati, age 61, 600 
indu. | 
7 % Hindoo Patriot eee | Ditto eo | Do. eo. | Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari, age 41, and 800 
Koylash Ch. Kanjilal, Pleader, Sealdah 
; . Small Cause Court. 
s | “Indian Empire” Ditto „Weekly „ | Kesab Chandra Banerjee, B. A., age 46, 1.500 
pi | Brahmin, and Panchanon Mazumdar, 
5 age 36, Hindu Baidya. 
9 } “Indian Mirror” «| Ditto „Daily „Rai Norendra Nath Sen Bahadur, age] 1,000 
61, Head of the Mahabodi Society. 
10 “Indian Nation Ditto „ Weekly „ 500 
11 | ‘‘Karmayogin” „Ditto we! Do. „e Editor's name not known for certain. 2,000 
| Arabinda Ghose is one of the contri- 
butors to the paper. 
12 |“Kayestha Messenger” Gaya „ Oe oo. | Jugal Kishore, age 37, Kayastha coe 600 
18 [ Mussalman . „„ „Do. A. Rasul and M. Rahman, Muhammadans 500 
#14 [National Daily” ee} Do. eo. | Daily Bai Premananda Bharati, age 61, Hindu 500 
16 |.“ Reis and Rayyet „„ „Weekly . | J — Chandra Dutt, age 59, a Calcutta 500 
‘ ouse-owner. | 
16 * Star of Utkal” coe | Cuttack „Do. e Kherode Ch. Roy Ohowdhry, age 69, 400 
: retired Head Master of a Government 
College. : 
17 | “Telegraph” coe | Calcutta „Do. oa 8 Nath Bose, B. A., age 83 „ 8.000 
0 5 Tho issue of these papers has been suspended for a time, „ 
3 
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II.— Hou ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


540. The Indian Empire writes 4 The Nimtolla fire was of local interest. 
Tire Bes , The Resolution issued by His Honour’s Govern- 
ire Brigade scandals. 


ment may, therefore, appear at first sight to have 
only a local side and local value. But we do not agree in this view. We 


believe it is of Imperial interest, it rehabilitates the British Government in 
the eyes of the whole of India, it reassures the public mind as to the justice 


they may look forward to from their rulers even when it is the White 
pitted against the Black.” | 


( — Working of the Courts. 


541. The Indian Empire says: „It is a matter of extreme regret that 
4 3 Sessions Judges in the Mufassal fail to realise the 
noteworthy suggestion. 


awful responsibility of life and death resting on 


them, and that whenever they disagree with jury or assessor it is usually 
on the side of conviction and severity.” 


(d Zuucation. 


542. With reference to Sir Edward Baker's decision to retain the 

The removal of the Presidency Presidency College on its present site, the Amrita 

8 Y Bazar Hatrixa says: There are few things about 

which so great a tempest of popular feeling would 

surely rage as this, were there not some strong hand at the helm to prevent its 
becoming practical politics.” | 

543. Discussing the proposal for the removal of the Presidency College 

* From its present site, the Bengalee says that the 


; greater number of the students attending the 
college live with their parents or relatives but that if the college was removed 


from its present site and made wholly residential, all these students would have 
to reside in the college. How many,” the journal asks, ‘‘ would be able to 
afford the increased expenses which this would involve? ” 

544. The Telegraph says that the decision of the Lieutenant-Governor not 


to remove the Presidency College from its present 

—_ site has been hailed with delight by the general 
public of Bengal. 

545. The Beharee says: The great need of the time is the setting up of 


8 a net-work of technical institutions in the country, 

r which will feed one Central College of Techno- 
logy.” | 

546. The Indian Mirror writes: We are gratified to learn that moral and 


a : religious instruction will form a principal feature 
Lader Dyal Singh College at of the Sirdar Dyal Singh College at Lahore which 
ore. ; es “ 

is to be opened at the beginning of May next. 
547. The Telegraph says: Education is the crying need of the present 


moment and the future. It, therefore, brings 
Edueation at the Budget Debate. about a considerable amount of disappointment 


when we hear His Honour say that we can certainly afford no more: I doubt 
if we can really afford so much.’ ” 


548. The Bengalee says that an increase in the pay of teachers is an 


2 3 iar and its introduction ought not 


INDIAN EMPIRE, 
5th ‘April 1910, 


inDian EMPIRE, 
Sth April 1910. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PaTRIKA, 
6th April 1910, 


BENGALEE, 
7th April 1910. 


TELEGEAPH, 
9th April 1910. 


BIHARII. 
sth April 1910. 


IE DIA. MIRROR, 
8th April 1910. 


TELEGRAPH, 
9th April 1910. 
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isth April 1910, 


Hispoo Patrror, 
Sth April 1910, 


Hrwpoo PaTrRi07, 


BRBSsGALEB, 
Sth April 1910, 


BRNGALBE, 
9th April 1910. 


BixeALm, 
9th April 1910, 
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HIx OO PArRIOr, 
12th April 1910. 


ImvIaN MRO. 
6th April 1¥10. 


Hiwpoo PATRIOT, 
6th April 1910, 


HIRxDOO PaTrror, 
12th April 1010. 


— — — 


us) 


fal- Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


549. The Hindoo Patriot writes: The revival of the post of City 
8 Ciiiieiias Architect now appears to us to be a necessity.” 
550. With reference to the Chairman's proposal for the reorganisation of 
Nig departments under the Calcutta Corporation, the 
Hindoo Pairtot says: ( The most important of all 
the proposals is the one relating to the reduction of districts which the Chair- 
man wants to reduce from 4 to 3. There can hardly be two opinions as to the 
necessity of reduction, and the sooner it is done, the better. But we think that 
municipal government in the city will not suffer in the least if all these 
districts are knocked on the head and a centralized system be established in 
place of the existing decentralized method of government.“ 
551. The Bengalee says: A City Architect, we fear, would be a very 
ou expensive luxury, expensive to the Corporation 
which will have to pay him and his establishment, 
and expensive to the rate-payers who wiil have to submit to bis fads. Again 
our ideals of architectural comeliness are undergoing a constant transformation, 
and the beautiful works of one city architect may be condemned as enduring 
specimens of architectural ungainliness by another.” | : 
552. With reference to the administration of the Caleutta Corporation, 
mes the Bengales observes; ‘‘ We think the ideal to be 
kept in mind should be to abolish the district 
system altogether.” 3 | 


553. The Bengalee remarks that the people will not trust a system in 

rea which they are told that, so far as the municipal 

government of Calcutta is concerned, they should 

be content to be represented not by those elected by the people themselves, 

but by those selected by the Government. No mere administrative improve- 
ment”, it adds, will avail to restore confidence in the Corporation.” 


(7 — affecting the land. 


554. The Hindoo Patriot, commenting on Dr. Mann's article, Introduc- 

tion of improvements into Indian Agriculture“ 
in the Agricultural Journal of India, says: It is 
necessary that the raiyat should be brought into closer touch with experimental 
stations and demonstration farms. This will help more in inducing him to 
adopt improved methods than. heaps of literature issued on the subject.” | 


Agricultural improvement. 


(7)—Ratlways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


| > 

555. The Indian Mirror says that Bengal sorely needs the opening up of 

= the mufassal. Cheap and easy feeder lines linking 
Opening up of the mufassal. up remote townships and marts with the main 
railway lines would help to develop outlying districts and relieve the metro- 
polis of the congestion due to the abandonment of villages by the better class. 
556. Referring to the Raja of Dighapatia’s proposal for diverting the 
pees contemplated line between Godagiri and Santahar 

bet Den OF the proposed.tine through the towns of Rajshahi and Natore, the 
| N EZindoo Patriot remarks: We think the Raja 

is better serving the interests of his oountrymen by drawing the pointed 
attention of Government to the needs of the province than those who allow 
themselves to brood perpetually over a wrong that has no immediate, or for 

the matter of that, prospective chance of being undone.” 

557. The Hinudoo Patriot writes: Considering the large number of 

| rap . that travel by the intermediate ‘and 

| third classes, it is necessary that tickets should be 
issued in time to enable the passengers to avail themselves of the particular 


A railway complaint. 


( 189 ) 


train they wish-to go by, but we are told that it is seldom done. The 
dilatoriness.on the part of the lady booking clerks of the East Indian Railway 
is a chrönio complaint, and we are sorry the authorities have so far taken no 
steps whatever to redress this legitimate grievance of the lower class 


(i) —General. 


558. The Indian Lmptre observes: ‘The stopping of District Conferences 

„ in Eastern Bengal continues to be a source of 

me public talk and agitation, and we can hardly see 
how it can be otherwise.” F „ 

559. Discussing the reasons oe by the Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern 

_— Bengal and Assam for prohibiting the District 

ag Conferences, the Amrita Bazar Pais ia writes: His 

Honour denies to the people the right of taking a thing to be good which he 

considers to be bad. Of course in a system of Government where the word or 

the wish of the ruler was law, there could be no right of any kind, constitutional 

or other. But law is the glory of the British raj.” ¢ 

5860. Commenting on the Lieutenant-Governor’s reasons for prohibiting 

ee the District Conferences in Eastern Bengal and 

. sat Assam, the Amrita Bazar Pairika says: Of the 

various official theories, which are a puzzle to the Indian leaders of thought, 

one of the most noticeable is the delusion 1 y let 


n 8 ublic meetings may lead not 
only to sedition but the creation of assassins, and His Honour has only reiterated 
it. All thinking people hold a diametrically opposite view.“. 

561. The Bengales, commenting on the Lieutenant-Governor’s observa- 
„„ tion at the last meeting of the Eastern Bengal and 


Assam Legislative Council in connection wich the 


suppression of the Distriet Conferences, says: The absence of any reference 


to these conferences by the elected members is positive proof that the Council 
of the new Province does not reflect the sentiment of the better mind of the 
new province. The Lieutenant-Governor spoke of three conferences which 
had been suppressed. What about the fourth—the social conference in con- 
nection with the depressed classes? Why is he silent about it? Is it that 
conscious of the indefensible character of this * he has permitted the 

Englishman to be his spokesman and apologist ? F 
562. Commenting on the Lieutenant Governor's justification of the 
ua recent orders prohibiting. District. Conferences in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, the Amrita Bazar 


Putrita incidentally observes that “the non-official members did not dare to 


give voice in the Council to matters in which the public are so deeply con- 

cerned lest it might offend the authorities.“ : 

563. . Discussing the fact that there were no interpellations regarding 

id the prohibited District Conferences at the last 

id. meeting of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Council, 

the Indian Empire says: “ After tne action of the Government it was considered 

too ‘touchy’ a subject to be taken up. The state of utter demoralisation 

that this foreshadows should tell the authorities how they are not helping 
the cause of peace and order.” a i sie : 


564. The Indian Empire remarks: ‘‘ Why was Mr. Huq allowed to refer 


oa „to partition? Was it because he supported it 
ne, en Conneil Badges while Babu Bhupendra Nath had been . out 
N because he could not do so? Indeed, all this 


pointed to an anomaly which, in the eyes of the public, does not constitute an 
element of dignified and sedate discussion.” 


565. The Bengales congratulates th Government of Sir Edward Baker 


= igo es at on making provision in this year’s Budget for the 


} defence of undefended persons, which, it remarks, 
is a great and often a keenly-felt need. ; : 


Iran Ern. 
Sth April 1910. 


Amr Basa 
PaTRIKA, 


8th April 1910. 


AMRITA BASAR 
PaTRIKA, 


Sth April 1910. 


BunaaLae, 
sch April 1910. 


AMRBITA BAA 
sth April 1910. 


Irin Burris, 
13th April 1010. 


InDbIAT EMPIGE, 
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TRLEGRAPH, 
Sth April 1910, 


BBNGALEE, 
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6th April 1910. 
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PaTRIKA, 


7th April 1910. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


6th April 1910. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


lith April 1910. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


12th April 1910. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PATBIKA, 


6th April 1910. 


HINDOO PAT RI Or, 


7tà April 1910. 


1 : | ‘ 


566. The Telegraph observes: “It is a matter of satisfaction that the 
Bengal Government has provided an expenditure 
of Ks. 5,000 for the defence of persons charged 


Defence of undefended persons. 


with murder.“ } 
567. Commenting on the 3 sag situation in England and the 
1 ssibility of the Conservatives coming into power 
nennen the — Ae writes: With a 8 own. 
ment in power, with the stimulus to repression which Lord Curzon will not 
fail to impart, with the Liberals tongue.tied and powerless to oppose by reason 
of their past conduct, our position will be one which we may even now 
contemplate with most lively anxiety. We are not pessimists, but the future 
is involved in darkness. 12 we have in the new province a Government 
which, in the name of law and order, will not permit public meetings and 
stifles the legitimate expressions of public opinion. The discontent is driven 
inwards. In our despair we look to England for relief.. There our prospects 
are darkened by a somewhat unexpected development of the political situation. 
But let us not despair. Success comes to those who know how to wait 
and whose souls are filled with love of country and with faith in her destinies. 
In the midst of the deepening gloom, we cannot give up those patriotic and 
constitutional activities with which we are accustomed to associate the well- 
being of our country. Let us be true to ourselves, and the God of nations 
will bless our efforts.” 
568. Referring to the action recently taken by the Calcutta Police in 
connection with the charge of seditious writing 
brought against Arabinda Green, the Bengalee says: 
% We hold that there was not the smallest justification for searching the house 
of Babu Krishna Kumar Mitter. And we ask again when will proceedings of 
this kind come to an end?” | 
569. Referring to the search for the paper Karmayogin in Babu Krishna 
as Kumar Mitter’s house, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
ste says: Would not a mere letter to Babu Krishna 
Kumar have served the same purpose for which he and his family were subjected 
to the horrors of a house-search? It seems the authorities have not yet realized 
the feeling of bitter resentment which house-searches excite in the minds of 
law-abiding and peaceful Indians.” 
570. The Amrita Bazar Patria reviewing the pamphlet entitled the 
Provincial Judicial Service f Provincial Judicial Service of Bengal and Eastern 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Bengal and Assam” by Mr. R. Chatterjee, says: 
Assam. ‘*The book reveals a state of things in our Judicial 
Service which, we submit, calls urgently for reform at the hands of the Hon’ble 
High Court.” 


The Subordinate 
Service. 


Further house-searches, ” 


Judicial grievances of the officers of the Subordinate Judicial 
Service are well-founded. 

572. Commenting on the prospects of the officers of the Provincial 

The Provincial Judicial Service Judicial Service in Bengal and Eastern Bengal 


of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and and Assam, the Amrita Bazar Patrika says: The 


Assam. point for solution is the actual length of period 


during which a Munsif should have to serve in grades ranging between Rs 290 
to the lowest grades of Subordinate Judges. In justice to the ability and 
intelligence and devotion to duty of our judicial officers we maintain that 
that period should not exceed 15 years’ limit.” 

573. The Amrita Bazar Pairika says: We know of cases in which parda- 
nashin ladies have had to walk no less than five 
miles to fetch drinking water from the nearest 
river. It is only the beginning of April, and villages in the interior 
have begun to suffer from water scarcity and their suffering will 
80 * increasing till the end of May, when rains may come to their 
relief.’ 

574. The Hindoo Patriot says that the want of good drinking water and 

157 the outbreak of sickness at this time of the year 
renders the lot of the people in the mufassal 
extremely miserable. Most of the tanks and pools in the villages have dried 


Scarcity of water in villages. 


571. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says that the. 


(ist) 


up and even women of respectable families are obliged to walk long distances 
under the scorching rays of the sun for their water-supply. 

575. The Amrita Bazar Pairika urges on Government the necessity of 
taking immediate action to prevent a water-famine 
in the interior and particularly in the district of 
Jessore. It says: „ While of course the immediate needs of the people, 
according to local circumstances, demand the first attention just now, a standing 
policy and scheme for the whole province is called for to be worked steadily 
and systematically to prevent the annual recurrence of more or less acute 
water-famine, with its attendant sickness and shattering of health, in all 
Jocalities not having perennial streams and other permanent sources of water- 
supply. A beginning might be made with the Road Cess Fund, as we have 
often pointed out, and with the prescribed District Boards allotments for the 


The water-supply problem. 


purpose, which is frequently in the absence of any regular plan diverted 


to other uses. What in short is wanted is a definite and inviolable 
programme for dealing with the water-supply problem, than which none 
is of more vital importance to vast masses of the population in the 
interior.“ | : 

576. The Telegraph referring to the great suffering caused by the 

| 113 scarcity of water in rural areas, says that as 
15 Government cannot provide money for relief 
measures, a good beginning might be made with the Road Cess Fund and the 
prescribed District Board allotments for the purpose which is often diverted to 
other uses.“ ‘ z 
577. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says: The people in many parts of 
Ibid the province are suffering greatly for want of 
„ drinking-water. Even pardanashin ladies in the 
interior have to travel miles in the burning sun to fetch water for 
drinking. And the water they drink is so foul that those who are 
not used to it will shudder even to touch it. The vital impartance of 
the question of water-supply has been admitted by successive Lieutenant- 
Governors, yet no matter has been so sadly neglected as this. It is 
true that the land-owners in Bengal, like those in other parts of India, 
dug tanks and wells for the benefit of the rural population. But when they 
did it, they had not to pay the road cess. With the imposition of this local 
rate the responsibility was transferred, as it were, from them to the autho- 
rities. It is scarcely fair to the zamindars that they should be made to pay 
the cess as usual, and at the same time the obligation of supplying water 
should rest on them !” | | 
578. The Amrita Bazar Pairika says: The 
— volume of misery in Bengal from the want of pure 
drinking-water is simply untold.” | 

579. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes. In 1894-95 the Government 
imposed the duty of spending at least Rs, 5,000 
annually for supplying water upon every District 
Board. If the District Boards were made to do this duty of spending at 
least Rs. 5,000 annually, every district would have by this time got a goodly 
number of tanks and wells. Not only was this not done, but Sir Andrew 
Fraser’s water-supply circular absolved the Boards of this duty and tran sferred 
it practically on the shoulders of the local residents. The circular laid 
down that if the local residents paid one-third and the District. Board another 
one-third of the cost of water-supply the Government would then contribute 
the remaining one-third. The local residents were, however, too poor to pay 
their mite; and the District Boards also were no better off, so the Government 
paid nothing and practically no appreciable progress has been made in the 
matter.“ 

580. With reference to the educational aspect of the Budget debate in 
| the Bengal Council, the Indian Mirror says: We 
The . . are particularly pleased to learn from the speech 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Kuchler, Director of. Public Instruction, that the question 


Ibid. 


of moral training in schools has the best attention of the Government, and we 
hope a final decision will be arrived at before long. The question demands 
immediate solution in view of the issues involved in it.” ; 
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‘“As regards technical education, which is still inadequate, it cannot 
but be acknowledged that it has made considerable progress in the past 
few years. : 5 


“On the general question of education, the Government is no doubt doing 


its best with the resources available, but that a very large span of ground stil 

remains to be covered, admits of no question whatever.“ | 

581. The Indian Mirror endorses the opinion voiced by the Maharaja 

| of Cossimbazar during the course of the Budget 

cba bee e debate in the Bengal Council that, in spite of all 

that Government has done to improve sanitation in general, it still remains 
to make provision on a large soale for village sanitation properly so-called. 

582. The Indian Mirror writes: For our part, we are inclined to think 

Partition—an | administrative that no useful purpose can be served by raking up 

luxury. old issues, The merits and demerits of the 

partition have been discussed in and out of Council and Parliament ad nauseum. 

The financial side of the question stands on a different footing. That a large 

amount of money is being spent in setting the new province on its legs, 1s 


clear enough. Those who support the partition believe that the time will come 


when, with expanding trade and commerce, Eastern Bengal and Assam will 


BENGALEE, 
9th April 1910. 


BRENGALEE, 
9th April 1910. 


BENGALEE, 
7th April 1910. 


TELEGRAPH, 
9th April 1910, 


HIN DOO PATRIOr, 


HIN DOO PATRIOT, 
8th April 1910. 


pay its cost and much more. Anyhow the fact remains that the partition is 
proving somewhat of an admivistrative luxury.“ | 3 
583. The Bengalee writes: The partition of Bengal meant a violent 
Benen disruption of the continuity of our national 
The Partition of Bengal. life—a blow at the solidarity of our people, 
whether consciously aimed is beside the question—and the partition was 
accomplished despite the unanimous protests of the people concerned. The 


sende of dissatisfaction was further accentuated by the very unwise policy 


which followed and which is still in force.” 
584. Ridiculing the Statesman's assertion that by the partition of Bengal 
certain districts ‘‘ which were formerly a neglected 
e portion of an unwieldy province have been pro- 
vided with a Government of their own” the Bengalee says that the people of 
Dacca and Mymensingh have no more voice in the Government of the province 
now than they had before, but, on the contrary, the police have become more 
powerful than ever since the partition. 


585. Commenting on the suggestion of a member of the Eastern Bengal 


and Assam Legislative Council that the new 
A High Court for the new province should have a separate High Court, the 
. Bengalee writes: No more unfortunate proposal 
could have been made. The establishment of a new High Court at Dacca 
would be disastrous to the best interests of the province. The Calcutta High 
Court, in spite of occasional and regrettable fallings off in recent years, is still 
the palladium of justice and of the people’s rights. Once the connection 
between the new province and the Calcutta High Qourt is severed, there would 
be nothing to prevent the executive officers and the police from having it all 
their own way. ‘The judicial administration of the province would be com- 
pletely demoralised. ‘The formation of a new High Court at Dacca, moreover, 
would be a distinct breach of faith, for Lord Curzon promised in the most 
definite terms that the authority of the Calcutta High Court would remain 
unimpaired in the new Province.” 
586. Commenting on the suggestion that the new province should have 
a separate High Court, the Telegraph remarks: 
Ibid. „We hope that the Government will not launch in 


a measure which is calculated to so much wound 


the feelings of the people.” 4 
587. The Hindoo Patriot is glad to see that Mr. R. T. Dundas has been 
appointed to act as Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
Otkeinting Com ot Be. Dypies | - poe of the Hon’ble Mr. Halliday, proceeding 
588. The Hindoo Patriot remarks that a large saving could be effected 

= in the Imperial expenditure by postponing the 

The growth of Imperial expendi- periodical survey and settlement of the greater part 


19 228 of India which has been surveyed more than once. 


( 198 3) 


589. The Mussalman 3 4 ud We — e that the wak/nama of the 
3 erty Syedpur Trust estate lays down that the mone 
W allotted for Muhammadan education should be — 


within the estate, but our information is that the schools at Tala and Raruli 


and the Khulna Girls' School, to which Rs, 35, Rs. 20 and Rs. 10jare contributed 
respectively, are not in the estate. If this be so, we fail to see why grants have 
been made to those schools The Moheswarpara and the Baruipara Girls’ 
Schools are attended by Hindu girls only, and the Government must explain 
why money from a Muhammadan estate endowed exclusively for Mussalmans 
should go at all to those schools. ‘l'o the Durgapur Madrassa, an institution 
for Muhammadans alone, attended by 42 Muhammadan boys, there is a month] 


contribution of the miserable sum of Rs. 3 only, while to the Khulna Girls 


School, attended by 108 Hindu and only three Mussalman girls, the monthly 
contribution is Rs. 10. In the Baidyanundabati High English School there are 
only six Muhammadans out of 75 students, and this school receives a monthly 
grant of Rs. 15. Surely it does not reflect great credit on the management that 
Mahammadan institutions are starved for the benefit of the non-Muhammadans; 
and in the face of these facts the Government of Bengal is rash enough. to 
assert that it is not desirable to make any change in the system of management. 
We boldly assert that had the manager been a Muhammadan the grants would 
never have been made so indiscriminately. The statement of account says 
that the grant to schools amounts to Rs. 3,560; but by adding together the 
monthly contributions we have a total of Rs. 280. If we multiply this by 12 


we find the total annual contribution is Rs. 3,360. Now, here is a discrepancy 


of Rs. 200, and who is responsible for this? We hope the Government will now 
realise the desirability of appointing a Mussalman as manager of the estate“ 
590. The Telegraph writes: The treatment accorded to the Hindus 
ie hi mere during the recent Peshawar riots has been an 
. R object of reflection all over India and the Indian 
Hindus view it with grave anxiety.” 
591. The Telegraph writes: ‘‘ We beg to pro that the Viceroy and 
ics aia iid the Provincial rulers should each have an Indian 
anne an NN NST Private Secretary on their staff in addition, of 
course, to the European Secretary. This is an innovation which is sure to 
be welcomed and appreciated by the entire population of this vast empire 
asa direct and clear evidence of the confidence of the rulers. An Indian 
would come most handy in preparing speeches on occasions when Indian 
questions or deputations or functions have-to be attended, in furnishing 
necessary information about the position, influence, reputation of Indians 
visiting His Excellency, in helping the household in entertaining Indian 
guests on such occasions as the Levee, evening parties and the like, More 
than this, an Indian Private Secretary would. 4 the Viceroy to get first- 
hand information about Indians and Indian aspirations and to be in touch 
with the Indians.“ | 2 : ) 
592. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech at the last meeting 


— ae of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Legislative 
1 Conseil Meeting. Council, the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes: His 


Honour’s opirions are markedly at variance with 


those of the people.” a 

593. Referring to the Under-Secretary for India’s statement that the ques- 

ae tion of separating judicial and executive functions 
Separation of judicial and exe- 


1 was still under the consideration of the Government 


: of India, and that the Bengal Government had 
been consulted. the Bengalee says: ‘Will his Lordship 4 Morley) see to it 


that the process of consultation with the Local Governments may not take 


an indefinitely long time? At present we are not sure that the proposal is 
even passing through this particular stage. Did not the Home Member say 
the other day that the Government did not think the present moment suited 
for carrying out a measure in regard to which there was a diversity of 
opinion? Diversity of opinion there will always be in such a matter. Is the 
reform then never to be carried out? We hope the Government of India will 


yet realise the importance as well as the urgency of this question and will 
come to a prompt decision.“ 1 


! 


Moss Luar, 
8th April 1910. 
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594. Commenting on the postponement of the scheme for the separation 
of the judicial and executive functions, the Indian 


. judicial and exe- ation writes: The scheme itself as outlined by the 
ee e Home Member was hardly one calculated to rouse 


enthusiasm in those who for years had been strenuously fighting for it. They 

will not feel particularly sorry for its abandonment. But the principle of the 

reform has been accepted, and all they can do now is to hope that the Govern- 

ment will not be long in giving effect to it by means of a scheme conceived on 
more liberal terms than the one which it has abandoned.” 

595. The Bengalee writes: The Australian manufacturer is protected by 

; ; the State against all competitors, including the 

e British, In India not only does the State do 


nothing, but such efforts as individuals among the people voluntarily make to 
secure unofficial protection to home-made goods are characterized by short- 
sighted officials as only a step removed from criminal acts, if uot actually 
as crimes. England must sooner or later, the sooner the better, recognise the 
necessity of allowing India to protect her own industries.” 


596. The Hindoo Patriot commenting on the repressive measures lately 
adopted by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Gov- 


„The situation in the new pro- ernment, says: Indications are not wanting that 
mes a decided improvement has taken place in the 


attitude of the people of the new province.” 
597. The Hindoo Patriot expresses its disapproval of what it terms the 
“ separatist policy” of the Bengal Provincial 
% Pontment of unte Council. Moslem League in adopting a resolution to the 
e me Wengal ee effect that a prayer should be submitted to Gov- 
ernment for the appointment of a Muhammadan member to the Bengal 
Executive ‘Council. The journal is of opinion that personal merit and 
personal qualifications alone entitle a candidate to consideration. If the 
suggestion of the Moslem League is followed, then,” says the Hindoo Patriot, 
‘‘a dangerous precedent will be established and public service will 
suffer.”’ | 
598. The Indian Nation suggesting the co-operation of Europeans and 
5 Indians for eradicating the social evil in Calcutta, 
The social evil in Calcutta. = says: What great need there is for inaugurating 
a strong movement, that is to enlist the support of all classes, to cope with the 
social evil, is evident from the statistics that have been collected, indicating 
the extent of the pestilence, At the last census, it was recorded that one in 
every fifteen females in Calcutta, above the age of ten, was living publicly a 
life of shame.” 
599. The Indian Empire writes: ‘The authorities cannot conscientiously 
state that districts administered entirely by Indians 
Inde Bovernment of districts by have not been as successfully governed as others 
ja saad with European members of the Heaven - born 
service. On the other hand, Mr. Ahmed’s regime at Khulna and Birbhum 
and Mr. Agasti’s at Jessore have been marked by improvements which 
certainly deserve greater recognition than they have received from Govern- 
ment.“ 
600. The Hindoo Patriot, commenting on the appointment of Sir Harvey 
ar eee Adamson as Lieutenant- Governor of Burma, 
Adamson as Lieutenant-Governor, Says: ‘There can hardly be two Opinions as 
Burma. to the excellence of the choice that has been 
made.“ 
601. The Indian Empire says that many of the amendments of the Calcutta 
. Police Bill were lost when put to the vote owing to 
B S members of the difference of opinion among the non-official memt 
’ bers. The public have been disillusioned“, i- 
remarks, though for three years they must put up with what they have obtain- 
ed. It is only when the next election comes round that there can be any 
remedy for the scenes witnessed in Council this session. And though the 
officials might now in the beginning of the experiment feel pleased at the 
support they have been receiving, in a short while, the truth will dawn upon 
them that such support is actually of little, if any, worth.“ 


( 7 ) 
302. Phe Bengélee congratulates the Government un its decision to dis- 


Anden tured ‘labour for the Continue the recruitment of indentured labour for 
Federated’ Malay States. ‘the Malay States. 


III. -LEGILA TIM. 


603. The Bengalee, referring to the passing of the Calcutta Police Bill b. 
idütte Police Bill the Bengal Counc, remarks that if the Counc 
— “~~ kaithfully reflected public opinion and sentiment, 
greater opposition would have been offered to the clause giving the Commis- 
sioner of Poliee power to prohibit public meetings, processions and assemblies, 
‘604. ‘Commenting on the Calcutta Police Bill, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
a says: “The police have now beem vested with 
ue ee power to control almost all expressions or move- 
ment of Whatever kind or nature on the part of the citizen. The authorities 
indeed have wholly achieved their object. The people hold that since under 
the old law the police were fully able to stop meetings and demonstrations, 
Heal with all kinds of disturbers of the peace and disturbances, and maintain 
ce and order in the city, there was no need whatever for further armi 


the force with practically boundless powers. And the people also contend with 


* 


* reason that the past record of the police is not such as to allow the giving 
of more power to them to be viewed with equanimity.“ As regards Sir Charles 
Allen’s remarks that many meetings had been held in Calcutta which ought 
to have been prohibited,” the journal explains: The many meetings alluded 
ta, in the-opinion of the 2 were legitimate demonstrations in connection 
with lawful and constitutional agitation, otherwise fhey would not have been 
held at all. The authorities could stop those meetings then had they so 
wished, but now fhe police would be able to prohibit any such gathering at 
once, and this coustitutes the apprehended danger of the new law, all public 
egitation being placed entirely at the mercy of the police“ | 
305. With reference to Sir Charles Allen’s statement that he had no 
on. reason to suppose that the clause of the Calcutta 
a Police Bill empowering the Commissioner of Police 
to prohibit: and control public meetings, etc., would cause great dissatisfaction, 
the. Bengalee writes:— Has the Hon ble Member cared to read the comments 
cf the independent section of the Indian press on this provision of the Bill ? 
If he has, he must know that it has been universally condemned by our people. 
The fact that the condemnation in the Council chamber was not sufficiently 
ron only shows that the Council does not reflect the sense of the com- 
munity.” 
806. The Bengalas says that the un representative character of the Bengal 
meta Council is proved by the fact that the majority of 
| : i“ the non-official members supported the provision 
in the Calcutta Police Bill, empowering the Commissioner of Police to 
probibit and control public meetings, processions and assemblies. mae 
607. The Indian Empire writes: Proofs are accumulating in both Calcutta 
The Press Ack and Bombay of an evident desire on the part of 
„ the magistracy to put an effectual stop to the 
printing business; and we cannot congratulate the public or the Government 
on this aspect of the . We believe there should be a test case and the 
decision of the | Court obtained on it, As for the Government of India, 
aiter the cases that are being reported, the public S a resolution or 
sompuuique setting forth its intentions as clearly as possible, or better still, an 
amendment of the Act itself.” 


VI.-MiscnLANEOUSs. 


608. Commenting on the —— ésued by * N —— 
ae ee waggesting the means and methods for copin 
Coping with snarehion. with anarchism, the Indian Empire says that dhe 
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(196) 
recrudescence of dacoities is a matter which should not have escaped the notice 
of the Association. It considers that the National Volunteers could, by assistin 
the villagers and police, be of great use in putting down these crimes, and 
suggests that the leaders of the people should employ them for this purpose. 

609. The Bengalee commends the inclusion of political education in the 
programme of measures for the suppression of 
anarchy recently issued by the Indian Association. 
‘‘ Politics,” says the journal, cannot be excluded. It would be unwise to 
eliminate it even in the interests of the young. In these days the political 
sentiment is predominant. It is in the air. Everybody is more or less affected 
by it. It would be ostrich-like folly to ignore it. The man of affairs takes 
note of the fact, and seeks to regulate and control what it is not in his power 
to check or suppress, The mind of the young cannot be left a blank in regard 
to political ideas.” , ae Masks 

610. The Indian Mirror says that there is a change coming over the 

ae i ae public feeling ; people have ceased to refer to the 
* industrial apathy of the partition and boycott, and the {new province would 
not have been mentioned at the Imperial Council 

had not its financial position furnished an excuse. Thoughtful men,” it adds, 
have begun to realise that Indian progress lies primarily not in agitation but 
in improvement.” | | | 

611. Commenting on Sir Lancelot Hare’s assertion that the advocacy 

b i of the boycott could not be claimed as a constitu- 

The Indian National Congress. tional right, the Bengalee says that the boycott was 
adopted in order to place the grievances of Indians before the British public. 
“Do Governments,” the journal asks, always move either of their own 
accord, or as soon as the right course is pointed out to them? Did not Mr. 
Gladstone admit on a memorable occasion that he would not have done the 
small instalment of justice he had been able to do to Ireland, had it not been 
for the agitation which Mr. Parnell and others had carried on? If lesser 
men than Mr, Gladstone could afford to be as outspoken, they would possibly 
admit that for much that has been done in India during the last quarter of 
a century, the credit is principally due to the Indian National Congress 
and other cognate bodies for the agitation that they have systematically 
carried on.” 7 ae 

612. Referring to the new rules for admission to the Bar, the Beharee 
/. . writes: We fail to understand, that while candi- 
e Br... dates who have passed the Matriculation Examina- 

| tion of any of the Universities in the United 

Kingdom or any other examination of similar standard sanctioned by the 

Council, are considered eligible for admission, why, in the case of the Indian 

Universities only degree-holders are considered fit for admission.” 5 

613. Discussing the annual report of the Imperial League of Calcutta, 

the Indian Mirror says: We wish to see a network 

of loyal organisations in the two provinces acting 

in concert with, and under the guidance of, the Central Committee in Calcutta. 

It is particularly necessary that the Government should take the League into 

its confidence, and that the League also should take the Government into its 
confidence.” 

614. Discussing the growth of the Swadeshi movement and the establish- 
ment of cotton mills in the country, the Bengalee 
says: “It was not in vain that swadeshism was 
preached, and for it our men suffered. The preachings and the sufferings are 
bearing golden fruits in the earnest constructive efforts which are being made 
for the industrial progress of the country. These are hopeful signs of the 
times. A community that does not give way to despondency amid difficulties 
and trials has in it the making of a nation. If we have a word of advice to 
give, it is this—that our people ought to direct their attention to the cultivation 
of cotton in this province.” | | | 

615. The Bengalee says that the repressive policy adopted towards the 

VVV swadeshi movement by the officials of the new 

province is responsible for much of the local unrest 


Anti-anarchism. 


The Imperial League. 


Constructive swadeshism. 


and dissatisfaction. 


( 197 ) 


616. The Bengaiee writes: The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu 
and his friends visited Dacca last year in connec- 
tion with a purely swadeshi industrial enter- 
prise, and the police were after them. The police knew perfectly well the 
status and character of the gentlemen whom they were spying. But rank, 
character, a brilliant record of honourable service are no protection against 
the mischievous system of espionage which the partition has given rise to, 
only if the parties concerned are in any way connected with a swadeshi 
enterprise,” 

617. The Amrita Bazar Patria says: In the opinion of the leaders 
of the people, boycott signifies the most laudable 
resolve, born of the new quickening impulses, to 
support and protect the swadeshi in the face of the bideshi even at a 
sacrifice at the beginning,” 


The Swadeshi movement. 


The Boycott celebrations. 
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